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 "The Sentinel" October 2022       

Newsletter of The James Creek Guards                                                                 "Clubs Are Trumps!" 

 
I am always looking for newsletter content, so please forward your articles, 

book reviews, event summaries/photos, stories, etc.) to me for inclusion in a 

future edition of “The Sentinel”. – Matthew Steger, editor 

 
Mapping The Atlanta Campaign  
By Tony Patton, September 2, 2022, blueandgrayeducation.org 

 

Preparation for the upcoming campaign would begin immediately after March 18, 1864, 

when Gen. William T. Sherman became Commanding General of the Military Division of 

the Mississippi. With orders, “to move against Johnston’s army, to break it up, and to get 

into the interior of the enemy’s country as far as you can, inflicting all the damage you can 

against their war resources” from his commander Ulysses S. Grant, he would do just that 

and more. Maps for getting his three armies, Army of the Cumberland, Army of the 

Tennessee, and Army of the Ohio “into the interior of the enemy’s country,” would prove 

of vital importance. 

 

From his “History of the Army of the Cumberland” (1875), Thomas B. Van Horne wrote, 

“The army was so far from Washington that it had to have a complete map establishment 

of its own.” Printing presses and lithographic presses and of the time were very heavy and 

difficult to transport, so they would need to be in a secure area near the front line when 

possible.                                                                                                                                          Capt. Willilam C. Margedant 

 
Valuable Cartographic Invention 
Capt. William C. Margedant was a German American engineer, born in Dusseldorf, Germany (then Prussia), educated in 

Germany, and immigrated to the U.S. in 1854, who had volunteered in 1861 and organized a company 

for service in the Union army. This company then joined the 9th Ohio Volunteer infantry, and 
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Margedant was elected captain. He was later appointed to the topographical engineers on the staff of Gen. William Starke 

Rosecrans. It was while serving on Rosecrans’ staff that he invented a method of duplicating maps in the field. 

It consisted of a light box containing several india-rubber baths, fitting into one another with the proper supply of chemicals. 

Printing was done by tracing the required map on thin paper and laying it over a sheet coated with nitrite of silver. The sunlight 

passing through the tissue paper blackened the prepared paper except under the ink lines, which produced a white map on black 

background. By this process, copies from the drawing-paper map could be made as new information was received, and there 

could be several updated editions during the same day. The process was expensive and did not allow printing of large 

quantities of copies; these were only issued to high-ranking commanders. 

 

This map of the environs of Resaca, Georgia, is an example of one of these field maps made using the Margedant photo 

reproduction process. In the upper left corner, you can read “Printed at Head Quarters Dept. Cumb. May 13th, 1864,” showing 

Snake Creek Gap, Resaca, Tilton, and Calhoun 

 
Grant (center left) next to Lincoln with 
General Sherman (far left) and 
Admiral Porter (right) – The 
Peacemakers by Healy, 1868 
 
 
The Making of a Map 
A map of northern Georgia was being 

prepared by the Topographical 

Department. Van Horne states this was 

improved by “cross-questioning refugees, 

spies, prisoners, peddlers, any and all 

persons familiar with the country in front 

of us.” He goes on to say, “The best 

illustration of the value of this method is 

the fact that Snake Creek Gap, through 

which our whole army turned the strong 

positions at Dalton and Buzzard Roost 

Gap, was not found on any printed map 

that we could get, and the knowledge of 

the existence of this gap was of immense 

importance to us.” 

 

Just two days before the campaign began, 

the Topographical Department was 

notified of the date of the advance. Van 

Horne explains the single copy of the map 

of northern Georgia “was immediately cut 

up into sixteen sections and divided 

among the draughtsmen, who were 

ordered to work night and day until all the 

sections had been traced on thin paper in 

autographic ink. As soon as four adjacent 

sections were finished, they were 

transferred to one large stone, and 200 

copies were printed. When all the map 

had thus been lithographed, the map-

mounters commenced their work. Being 

independent of sunlight, the work was 

soon done—the map-mounting requiring 

the greatest time. But before the 

commanding generals left Chattanooga, 

each had received a bound copy of the 

map, and before we struck the enemy, 

every brigade, 

division, and 

corps commander in the three armies had a copy.” 
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It was entitled “Map of Northern Georgia made under the direction of Capt. W.E. Merrill, Chief Topl. Engr.”  

 

 
"Map of Northern Georgia made under the direction of Capt. W.E. Merrill, Chief Topl. Engr.” | LOC 
 

York Civil War Tour 
 

On 20 August, my wife and I took a Scott Mingus tour of some York Civil War-related sites. Scott is a well-known York-based 

author of numerous Civil War related books. We started at Prospect Hill Cemetery where numerous Federal dead from 

Gettysburg are buried in a circle in a small version of what we see at the Gettysburg National Cemetery. There are also a few 

Confederates buried nearby. 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/34ojme/nodr69f/rbuiyw
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We next stopped at the former York train station where Lincoln was supposed to have visited on his way to Washington City in 

February 1861, but due to the Pinkertons advising Lincoln to avoid this area due to assassination reports, only portions of 

Lincoln’s party actually came to York. Lincoln had proceeded to Philadelphia and then Baltimore instead. Lincoln’s body, 

however, would finally make its way to this train station in April 1865 after the assassination on its way back to Springfield, 

IL. 

 

Next, we visited Penn Park (originally called Penn Common) which was an area that was used as a U.S. Army General 

Hospital after starting in 1862. Many men from the Battle of Gettysburg were treated here. The park was an area specifically 

meant by William Penn to be used as a park, so it was named after him. 

 

Statue in York’s Penn Park marking the location of the Union hospital. 

Various photos exist showing the site and its original buildings. 

 

Below shows a plaque in the park showing the layout of the buildings 

at the hospital. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.ydr.com/historicalperspective/ci_5569034
http://www.ydr.com/historicalperspective/ci_5569034
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Next, we proceeded to Wrightsville to cover the small battle there and what lead to the burning of the Bridge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, we visited Zion Hill Cemetery in Columbia which is the site of quite a few black Federal soldiers. Non-Civil War dead 

are also buried here. Much work has been done in the area as many bodies had to be moved when the current Rt. 30 was built 

through Columbia. It is known that some bodies still remain under the roadway. The cemetery is immediately north of the 

roadway. The story was covered on the news a few years ago when people started rediscovering the cemetery and efforts were 

made to spruce up and clean the site, including removal of various trees. Some of the dead buried here include members of the 

54th Mass. (the “Glory” Regiment). 
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Sketch by Lewis Miller showing the 

Confederates taking down the Stars and 

Stripes in York Square in late June 1863. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The burning of the Wrightsville bridge. 

Painting by Bradley Schmehl. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New 53rd PVI YouTube Page 
The 53rd PVI now has a YouTube page where we can post and share videos in an effort to help 

attract new recruits, etc.  The URL is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAt9pYXfhT4QPshyGBb1LQ 

 

Please check it out and click “Subscribe”. Right now, I only have the video of Corporal Espenshade’s Memorial Day Parade 

speech posted but we will post more content as we move along. Since we couldn’t hear his speech from where we were located 

in the cemetery, you can now watch it and find out what Mike said. 

 

 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAt9pYXfhT4QPshyGBb1LQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKAt9pYXfhT4QPshyGBb1LQ
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53rd PVI Non-COmMissioned officeR (NCO) and membership UPDATES 
At the Antietam 160th “A Perfect Homespun Waterloo” event on 17 Sept., a motion was passed by the membership present to 

make some changes to the unit’s NCOs. Corporal Matt Steger was promoted to Sergeant (Probationary Sgt.) and Private 

Michael Brumbaugh was promoted to Corporal (Probationary Corporal).  

 

Also, Brayden Thomas and Paul Parvis were officially voted in as members of the unit. Prior to that, they were each 

probationary members. All NCO and membership changes take effect immediately. Congrats to all! 

 
Antietam 160 
The Homespun Waterloo (Antietam 160th) event was held 16~18 Sept. in Boonsboro, MD on the site of the original 2nd Corps 

field hospital. Our company (D) was led by Capt. McConnell and Lt. Parvis. Some photos from the event are shown below. 

More will be posted to the unit website and YouTube pages in due time. Stay tuned for more info. 
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From The Desk Of The President 
 

As we move into October it's time to start looking ahead to the final events of the year. First, I want to thank everyone who 

attended the 160th Antietam. It was a fantastic event! We captured a lot of great videos and photos which will be edited and 

uploaded to our Youtube channel and website in the near future. At the event, we voted Mike Espenshade's grandson, Brayden 

Thomas, and Paul Parvis into the unit as full members. We also promoted Matt Steger to probationary Sgt. and Mike 

Brumbaugh to probationary Cpl. Well deserved for all four of them! 

 

Next up on the schedule will be the Millersville parade on October 8th and AHEC on the 15th & 16th. Remembrance Day is 

November 19th. Please let me know your intentions for each of these ASAP.  

 

Nominations for Vice President and Treasurer are due for this year's election. For the record, Matt and Pete have each 

accepted my nomination for another term. If you wish to nominate someone, please speak with 

the individual to confirm they're interested and understand the expectations of the position 

BEFORE submitting the nomination to me. Nominations are due by November 1st.  
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Reminder; this year's business has been rescheduled to January 7th with a weather date of 

January 21st. 
 

Thanks Eric. 

 
The Civil War Merchant  
(if you have something for sale or are looking for something, email me to include it in a future edition of “The Sentinel”) 

For Sale – 

(1.) Listed by Rick Kramer for a friend. All items are in good shape unless noted otherwise. Contact Rick directly for any 

inquiries/questions - auction8@comcast.net 

Keune McDowell Kepi - some brim cracking    $20.00      

Grey Blanket with black stripe                            $35.00 

(2.) Dave Towsen, a fellow pard of mine in the old 83rd PVI, is selling off most of his CW gear. You can contact him directly 

at: grumpydave58@comcast.net with any inquiries about items, pricing, etc. He lives in Mechanicsburg and he has quality 

gear. 

(3.) Kerry Williard is handling the selling of Dave Swigert items for Dave’s wife. Marc and I met several months ago to look at 

the items, give them descriptions, and give approx. values. Several of the items have been sold yet some remain. The list is 

current as of 24 Jan. 2022. Contact Kerry directly with any and all inquiries: shamokin71@aol.com  (see the updated list 

below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:auction8@comcast.net
mailto:grumpydave58@comcast.net
mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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2022 Calendar of Events 

 

15 January - Holiday Party – Gettysburg 

5 February -  Winter Drill - Landis Valley (ELF and Sykes Regulars invited) 

26~27 February - NR School of Instruction (Gettysburg) 

23 April – Robesonia 

21 May - Cartridge Rolling Party (Kleinfeltersville) 

30 May - Memorial Day Parade (Hummelstown)   

11-12 June - Gruber Wagon Works Living History (Reading) 

16~17 July - Landis Valley Civil War Days (Lancaster) - NR Camp of Instruction MAX EFFORT 

16~18 September - 160th Antietam Reenactment (NR) MAX EFFORT 

8 October - Millersville Parade 

15~16 October – USAHEC Army Heritage Days – Carlisle MAX EFFORT 

19 November - Remembrance Day (Gettysburg) - NR Annual Meeting and Parade 

7 January – Annual Meeting (Kleinfeltersville) – NEW DATE! 

14 January – Holiday Party/Dinner - Gettysburg 

Secondary schedule - 

1~3 April - Shiloh (as the 22nd LA) - Cancelled 

21~22 May - Old Town, MD - ANV/USV 

5~7 August - Slaughter on the Mountain (Culpepper, VA) 

15~16 October - Cedar Creek Reenactment (NR) 

For updated event info and other news, please check out the Facebook pages of the 53rd PVI and/or the National Regiment 

(links below). 

 

53rd PVI Contacts 

President: Eric Ford (reenactor53@gmail.com) 

Vice President: Pete Zinkus (zinkusp@gmail.com) 

Treasurer/Secretary: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Newsletter Editor: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Webmasters: Steve Dillon (steve@gofoxpro.com) and Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

53rd PVI Website: http://www.53rdpvi.org 

2022 Field Officers - Sergeants: Mark Fasnacht, Marc Benedict, Matthew Steger. Corporals: Mike Espenshade & 

Michael Brumbaugh  

53rd PVI Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI 

National Regiment Phone line: 800-777-1861 (code 61) 

National Regiment Website: https://www.thenationalregiment.com 

National Regiment Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/842904089142263 

http://www.53rdpvi.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI
https://www.thenationalregiment.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/842904089142263

