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If you werenôt there you missed out big. 
In attendance Sgt Fasnacht, Sgt Benedict, Cpl Steger, Privates Marks, Rentschler, Ford, 

Dillon, Kramer, Rose. 

 

The day started off cold as the men of the 53rd trudged through up to a foot of snow, the cold 

air burning our eyes and skin.  We quickly fortified the barn with two small cannon like 

object which using gas blew air and flame from their muzzles into the common area.  The men 

quickly started a fire to cook coffee and lunch with and we went about our business. This 

included signing a paper for the female Mayor so our volunteer service would be recognized. 

First, business was discussed, several men elected to organize and propose amendments, if 

needed, to our bylaws.  A small committee was formed to meet at Eric Fords home in the near 

future. 

The matter of the Landis Valley Civil War days was then breeched.  A vote was taken and 

ALL decided to table the event for this year (see explanation in the Landis Valley Update), 

instead we will support the Living History at Reamstown and Gruber wagon works this year 

with the hope of revisiting Landis Valley in the future. 

Classes were held inside the newly rehabilitated Yellow Barn.  Miraculously hundreds of 

luminescent insects had survived the storm and had taken up residence in the rafters.  

 

Sgt Benedict did a class on the proper name and style for the Federal issue shoe ñthe Jefferson 

Booteeò NEVER say Brogan.  This was backed up by the actual 1861 53rd PVI quartermaster 

report.  They never refer to this as a Brogan. 

 

Pvt Rentschler gave a talk on the adaptive use of federal army food rations and passed around 

some samples, including mock oysters.  He was ashamed the Federal Fudge did not turn out.  

The idea was breached by Sgt Fasnacht that perhaps we do some cooking demonstrations at 

Reamstown to gain the interest of the public, all liked the idea. 

 

Sgt Benedict lead us in the exact proper steps to load in 9 times.  We have been doing parts of 

it incorrectly and are working hard to fix it.  After several repetitions the men quickly got it. 

 

Sgt Fasnacht then took the unit out for some drill in the macadam field which was shoveled 

clean of the white plague; the men did very well and worked out a lot of kinks and rust. Upon 

dismissal the unit put out the fire, cleaned up the furnishings and extinguished the lights. 



 



The 53rd has voted NOT to attend the Landis Valley Civil War days.  The vote was unanimous. 

Below is a letter to the unit from 53rd President Eric Ford explaining the situation. 

 

 Gentlemen, 

 

I apologize for the length of this email but there's a lot of info to cover. I'm asking that nobody post this to 

Facebook until I have the opportunity to confirm that Landis Valley has received an email explaining our 

decision. I do not want Tim to learn of this other than from me directly. 

 

As many of you know, we voted strongly in favor of continuing with the Landis Valley event on our 2016 

schedule. At the time of our meeting in December we anticipated that the event would be held July 30-31. I 

contacted Nick Grimm last week to inquire about Elf Co's participation this year and he informed me that due 

to the timing of the event they would most likely not have strong numbers at Landis Valley because they were 

concentrating their efforts on the First Bull Run event the week prior. We also have members with an interest 

in attending that event. 

 

While we were at Landis Valley yesterday for the Winter Drill it was brought to our attention that their event 

is actually scheduled for July 23-24, the same weekend as the First Bull Run event. Knowing that we will 

have a few going to Virginia and not having Elf Co. it makes no sense for us to commit to this event without 

our full support. Therefore, we voted at the drill to remove Landis Valley from our schedule for 2016. 

Hopefully the 2017 event will not coincide with another major event and we can return with full support. 

 

In place of Landis Valley, we voted to add two single day local events for July 30-31. Scheduled for July 30 

will be a living history to support the Reamstown Historical Society's Civil War Day at the Reamstown 

Community Park. The event will be from 9:00am-4:00pm. We will be permitted to set up Friday evening and 

stay in camp overnight. There will be a meal provided but I have no details as to what. Straw, firewood and 

water will also be provided. There is no set schedule for the day. We will be there to do our own thing. I did 

confirm that we will be allowed to perform firing demos. From there we will heading to Gruber Wagon Works 

to set up Saturday evening for a Living History on the 31st. Personally, I'm not familiar with the site or event 

but the 53rd had a long run there in the past. I will be getting more info via Kerry Willard in the coming days 

so I will pass that along when I have it. 

 

For those in attendance at the Holiday Party you know that James Owens committed the 1st MN to attend 

Landis Valley in support of the 53rd. I received an email from their President stating that they would follow 

our lead in regards to Landis Valley. He will bring the alternate events to their membership for a vote. 

Hopefully they will be willing to attend both events with the 53rd. 

 

If you have any questions don't hesitate to contact me. 

 

Eric 



Battle of Franklin (TN) 

30 November 1864 

As Gen. Sherman's "March To The Sea" proceeded east of Atlanta, the Rebels led by Gen. John Bell Hood 

tried to capture Sherman's attention and cut off his supply base back in Nashville.  The 30,000 man Army of 

the Tennessee tried to divert Sherman; instead, Sherman sent General John Schofieldôs equally strong Army of 

the Ohio to face Hood.  Gen. George Thomas's 25,000 strong Federal force was in Nashville.  Gen. Shofield's 

job was to reach Gen. Thomas's forces in Nashville before the Confederates did.   

During the fall of 1864, the two sides sparred off and on.  On 28 November, the Rebels saw victory in their 

grasp, however miscommunication ruined their chances.  After the Battle of Spring Hill, while the 

Confederates slept overnight, half of Gen. Shofield's army slipped past almost right under the Rebels' noses.  

Shofield's army made it to Franklin, TN (about 15 miles south of Nashville) and formed defensive lines.  

When Hood found that the Federals had escaped north to Franklin, he was understandably upset.  He 

immediately ordered a pursuit to follow the Federals. 

In the shape of a large "U", the Federals set up defenses.  The bottom and center of their line is on what is now 

State Route 31.  They also sent an advance brigade consisting of parts of 14 regiments forward about half a 

mile of the main line.  There was over 2 miles of open ground between the Reb and entrenched Federal lines, 

with the US advance brigade essentially stuck in the middle.  This Confederate charge was over a longer 

distance and included more men than Longstreet's Assault (aka Pickett's Charge) at Gettysburg over a year 

earlier. 

The Battle of Franklin began at about 4pm and the Rebs were almost immediately battered.  Amazingly, their 

battle line consisted of only 1 artillery battery.  Hood's subordinates disagreed on even making the charge.  

The Rebs continued and easily overtook the advance brigades that were positioned in front of the Federal line.  

The advance line fired a single volley before skedaddling back to the center of the Federal line with the Reb 

line's center almost immediately behind them.  This allowed the Rebs protection as the Federals on their main 

line didn't want to fire into their own retreating comrades. 

Just behind the center of the Federal line was the Carter House.  The Carter plantation included a cotton gin 

mill.  The gin mill building was torn apart by Federals to reuse the wood siding to build defenses.  Many of 

the other Carter plantation buildings still remain, albeit battle scared. 

The Rebs made it through the Federal line's center (near the Carter House) and caused considerable damage to 

the Federals around the Carter House.  A good deal of hand-to-hand combat occurred on the grounds 

surrounding the Carter House. 

The day was saved thanks to Col. Emerson Opdycke.  He had disobeyed orders to be entrenched with the main 

Federal line and instead deployed his men about 150 yard north of the Carter House.  The Carter House is 

near the top of a ridge with the area of Opdycke's men being down the hill maybe 25 feet or so from the 

elevation of the Carter House.  Once he saw that the Rebs had broken the Federal line's center, Opdycke sent 

his men to plug in the hole.  This pushed the Rebs back. 

For nearly 3 more hours, the battle ensued with at least more 6 attacks on the Rebels' part.  By now, it was 

dark yet portions of the Confederate line's west flank continued moving forward (north) but easily became 



confused and disorganized due to darkness.  When observed getting near the Federal line, the Rebels were 

taken down by musketry and suffered severe losses.  The main line of the Rebels also retreated leaving many 

dead and injured on the high ground of the Carter House.  That night, Gen. Shofield sent his Army north to 

meet up with Gen. Thomas's men in Nashville.  This essentially spelled the end of the Reb Army Of The 

Tennessee. 

Of the nearly 10,000 casualties at the Battle of Franklin, 70% of them were Confederate.  As one can tell by 

those numbers, this battle was severe for the butternut and grey.  Regardless, Gen. Hood sent his men further 

north to follow the Federals and to fight another day.. in the Battle of Nashville.  In his book "Company 

Aytch, a Side Show of the Big Show", Private Sam Watkins of the 1st TN called the Battle of Franklin "the 

blackest page in the history of the war." 

Interesting fact #1: In the Battle of Franklin, 14 Rebel Generals were casualties, including 6 dead or mortally 

wounded.  This was more than any other Civil War battle.  The large general officer casualty count may have 

been at least partially attributed to those wanting to prevent the accusation of cowardice by Gen. Hood. 

Interesting fact #2: Col. Arthur MacArthur, commander of the 24th Wisconsin was severely wounded in the 

shoulder while on horseback.  He was also shot in the leg and chest and nearly trampled to death.  Had he 

died that day, the outcome of WWII may have been considerably different.  Col. MacArthur's son, Gen. 

Douglas MacArthur, would later find fame in WWII and Korea.  The MacArthurs join President Teddy 

Roosevelt and his father (Teddy, Sr.) as the only other father-son combo to win the Medal Of Honor. 

Interesting fact #3: The Carter House and the adjacent plantation was the family home of Capt. Tod Carter.  

Carter was an assistant Quartermaster in the Army Of The Tennessee.  In that position, he was not normally 

involved in the fighting, however knowing he was near his family home, he participated that day.  During the 

heat of the battle, he was mortally wounded just a few hundred feet south of the Carter House.  His family, 

who had been hiding in the basement during the battle, emerged afterwards to search in the dark for him; they 

soon found him near death on the field.  He died in the home the following day. 

In modern day, approx. 7 of the original buildings in the immediate area of the Carter family's estate still 

remain but battle scarred.  Many acres have been reclaimed for preservation and some continues to be 

reclaimed even in 2016.  A YMCA building immediately northwest of the Carter House (approx. 125 yards) is 

being torn down this spring or summer and the adjacent land will be returned to its period appearance.  The 

Carter family gardens where the battle raged and many fell, still remains about 50 yards west of the Carter 

House. 

 

    

Two views of the Carter House 



 

Carter family Summer Kitchen 

 

Artillery facing south near Carter House.  This building is a slave house, but not original.  It was moved from another 

nearby plantation. 

 

Several outbuildings at the south side of the Carter House.  Office, smoke house, and slate quarters in that order. 

 

The signs of battle still remain on the south side of the smoke house. 



 

Musket ball damage is also readily apparent on the south side of the office building. 

 

Registered National Historic Landmark sign on the property 

 

Battle wayside located just north of the Carter House 

 



A trip to the PA State archives on an otherwise worthless day turned into a bit of a goldmine 

of information when we dug into the books.  Originally we intended to dig through a box 

which Marc Benedict discovered about 10 years ago containing 53rd artifacts.  However it 

appears the box has been lost in the archives system.  We decided to make lemonade from 

lemons and started searching the archive for other sources of information.  We fortunately 

found there were original quartermasters books detailing the items issued to some 

Pennsylvania regiments in the beginning year of the war.  Unfortunately this information was 

only available for Aug-Nov 1861, however we made some very interesting finds.   

 

1. NO ñDress Hatsò were issued to the unit 

2. Lined Frock coats were the issued item, no sack coats 

3. Canteen straps were not issued in leather, ONLY COTTON 

4. The A tent is not mentioned at all even as an unissued item 

5. The 53rd was issued the French Common Tent, which has a fly type opening. 18 were 

issued per company which works out to about 3 men per tent. 

6. Only tin camp kettles, no cast iron 

Keep in mind this is from the fall of 1861.  

 

 
Federal Infantry including the 53rd in front of the Brick House, Landis Valley July 2015 










