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 "The Sentinel" December 2025       

Newsletter of The James Creek Guards                                                                 "Clubs Are Trumps!" 

 
“The Soldiers' Thanksgiving Dinner in Camp” Frank Leslie’s Illustrated 

Dec. 1864. I am always looking for newsletter content, so please forward 

your articles, CW-related movie or book reviews, event summaries & 

photos, etc. to me for inclusion in a future edition of “The Sentinel”. – 

Matthew Steger, editor. 

 

Original Letter from the 53rd PVI 
Courtesy of Spared & Shared: https://sparedandshared.wordpress.com/ 

Shared with permission. 

 

1862: Archibald F. Jones to Mary (Ross) Jones 

 

The following letter was written by Archibald (“Arch”) F. Jones (1825-1879) who served 

as Captain of Co. G, 53rd Pennsylvania Infantry in the Civil War. He wrote the letter to 

his wife, Mary Ann (Ross) Jones (1830-1920) with whom he married in 1848. Arch 

served nearly three years and was discharged on 24 July 1864. He was a farmer in Potter 

County, Pennsylvania, before the war but afterwards, returned to Coudersport where he 

went into the dry good business. 

 

Archibald’s letter was written in November 1862, just after the regiment’s arrival at 

Falmouth where they were assigned Provost Duty. In the Battle of Fredericksburg that 

would take place some three weeks later, the 53rd was part of the 2nd Corps crossing of 

the Rappahannock at dawn on the 13th with 283 officers and men. They suffered heavy 

casualties with 158 men lost (21 killed and 133 wounded).  

                        

Falmouth, Virginia                                                                                                                           

November 20, 1862                                                                                                                        

Capt. Archibald F. Jones (LOC) 

Dear Mary, 

I take this opportunity to write a few lines to you without any hopes of sending it at present for we have 

no communication open at present. This is a small town on the north side of the Rappahannock 

opposite Fredericksburg. Our regiment is doing provost duty in the town. When I last wrote you it was 
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from Warrenton. We took up the line of march from that place on last Saturday [15 November] and moved through the town on 

the Fredericksburg Pike. Although I had spent 3 days in sight of the town, I had not been in the town before. I was very much [ 

] in the town. It was much larger than I expected it to be. It is the finest town that I have seen in Virginia. There was nothing on 

our march worth mentioning. 

 

We arrived here in 3 light days march—a distance of 40 miles. On the last day our regiment and Pettit’s Battery [1st N. Y. 

Light Artillery] had the advance. As we arrived in sight of the town, it was ascertained that the Rebs had crossed into 

Fredericksburg and planted a battery to rake the road on our advance and we halted for a short time for a reconnoissance and 

then moved around on the left under cover of woods until we got position right in front of the battery. Pettit’s [Battery] opened 

fire on the which was soon answered to no effect. His shots was so close and quick that they ran off and left the guns. They 

made several efforts to get them with the teams but was repulsed every time. At last they crept up and got hold of the drag rope 

and drew them off. Report says that we killed 6 and wounded several and killed two horses. 

 

We then [posted] our pickets on the bank of the river and rested for the night. Two days has passed off without any 

demonstration excepting our forces be all around here. There is 8 guns distinctly to be seen on the heights beyond the city 

commanding the fords. We have about fifty guns in posish [position] all ranged on the city so if they resist our crossing, we 

will scatter the brick for them. Their pickets are on the one side of the river and ours on the other side—a distance of about fifty 

rods. They have been talking across the river all day. Yesterday our men was inviting them to come over and get a drink of 

coffee and some salt. They inquired of our men where Commissary Banks was. While I was writing the last sentence, there has 

been two guns fired, both down the river. Perhaps the ball will soon open. I don’t understand the plan—whether we are to ford 

or wait for a pontoon bridge. I can gain no opinion of the amount of forces on the other side. There is as much signs of forces 

as there was at Antietam. Still I don’t expect a hard battle here. I had rather it would come off here than farther back for we are 

near railroad connection and of wounded, could be moved much sooner. 

 

This is a secession town. The women are very bitter. Four pounds of coffee here is as good as a five dollar bill for purpose of 

trades. Salt is worth one dollar per pound. I will go out and see what this firing means and what party is firing. 

 

The firing is from a battery of 32-pounders that our men have got on a hill a mile below the town. It has got no answer. 

Probably is feeling for something. The batteries in front of ours are quiet but the men seem to be [ ] rounds rather lively/ It has 

been raining all night. If we are to ford the stream, it will probably be done today for the stream must rise some. The wind is 

blowing up cold and a prospect of clearing up.  

 

The health of our company is good. But four sick and they are fit for a month by having the load covered. My health was never 

better than at the present time. If there is such a thing as a man being in good rig for a fight, it is me. Col. [Richard] McMichael 

is sick [and ] has got a sick leave. Major [Octavius S.] Bull is also sick but still does duty. There is but three companies that has 

more than one officer for duty. Some time since I wrote for a pair of under shirts. If they are not sent, don’t send them for  I 

have bought some here. 

 

The firing still continues. I have no more to write at present. If I don’t send this today. I will write more tomorrow. I have 

received no mail but once since we left Harper’s Ferry. That was answer to the letter than I wrote to Baker. Give my love to all, 

yours truly, — Arch 

 

Morning of the 21st. All quiet along the line. The firing alluded to was our men had a battery that commanded the Richmond 

Railroad. As a train was leaving [ ], they fired on it. Report says that they wrecked it on the track. 

It has ben rainy all night very hard. I had quite a time. The wet softened the ground and lost the pins and the wind came up and 

blew the tent in [ ] of me. During a heavy rain I called two brave men to my assistance and succeeded in restoring order [ ] and 

to hold away the night with wet blankets. All well. — Arch 

 

Book Review: To Die in Chicago - Confederate Prisoners at Camp 
Douglas 1862-65 
Author: George Levy  

Reviewed by Mike Espenshade 

 

Hardback; 1999; Pelican Publishing Company; 369 pp text; 48 pictures; 10 tables; 48 pp notes, 28 

pp bibliography and index. $32.98 at National Museum of Civil War Medicine’s book store.  

The author did a thorough and professional job of researching, documenting, and presenting this 

tough story of the over 26,000 Confederate prisoners who entered the gates of Camp Douglas. 

Camp Douglas, named after the famous presidential candidate Stephen A. Douglas, who just died 

on June 3, 1861, was constructed in the summer of 1861 to be a training 

ground for new Union recruits. It soon evolved to also be a Confederate 

prison camp and a sizable holding area for many Union troops who needed 
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to be detained on parole. 

 

The exact number of prisoners who died (4,000 deaths is a generally accepted approximation) and the number buried nearby 

remains unknown. Haphazard recordkeeping and a general disregard for the deceased make counting the dead an impossible 

task. Compounding the difficulty, most dead were buried in unmarked graves. Most of the atrocities at Camp Douglas, as at 

other Union prison camps for Confederate prisoners, were born from the retaliatory efforts of Secretary of War Edwin Stanton 

and Col. William Hoffman, (Union Chief of Prison Camps) in response to the heinous treatment of Union prisoners at 

Andersonville, and Salisbury, NC. Overcrowding, poor nutrition, severe abuse by prison guards, and sickness ran rampant – all 

designed to “punish” the prisoners for the crimes caused onto Union prisoners down south. However, in my opinion, the 

conditions at Camp Douglas were better than at Andersonville because of the substantial efforts to sustain the barracks 

buildings and provide heat, regular mail, medical attention, and clothing to the prisoners, Substantial, however still far below 

what was needed. 

 

Levy carefully details the multiple events and causes/changes in camp leadership that would have a varied bearing on the 

health of the camp for both Union and Confederate occupants of the camp. Large influxes of Union troops on the way to the 

front or from the September 1862 capitulation of 15,000 Union parolees from Harpers Ferry taxed the ability of feed , housing, 

and medical care. The large arrival of over 7,000 Rebel prisoners from the capture of Fort Donelson in Feb 1862, the arrival of 

3,500 of the captured Morgan’s raiders in August 1863, and the arrival of over 10,000 Confederates captured during the 

Franklin/Nashville campaign stressed the camp. The very exhausted condition of the sick, starving, poorly-clothed prisoners as 

they arrived from the front led to the majority of the camp deaths caused by sickness. 

 

The author details conspiracies, treatment of black Confederate prisoners, support from local sympathizers from Chicago, 

parole/exchange efforts, and the clandestine Rebel efforts to sell Southern cotton to buy (and deliver to the camp) thousands of 

blankets, coats, trousers, drawers, and socks. 

 

This book is a must read for those who want to know more about Camp Douglas and the overall North-South prisoner dealings 

during the Civil War. 

 

The Confederate Submarine Hunley, the Blue Light, and Its Most 
Likely Source 
By Kim Johnson, June 16, 2022 (originally published June 8, 2020) 

blueandgrayeducation.org 

 

 

On the evening of February 17, 1864, 4 

miles off the coast of Charleston, the 

Confederate submarine H. L. Hunley 

became the first submarine in history to 

sink an enemy warship. But after sinking 

the USS Housatonic, a 1,240-ton screw 

sloop-of-war, the Hunley vanished, lost to 

the world until found in 1995 by 

shipwreck hunter and author Clive 

Cussler. The mystery as to how and why 

the submarine sank continues to this day. 

And part of the mystery surrounds the 

sighting of a blue light by Housatonic 

crewman Robert F. Flemming. Many 

people believe the blue light was a signal 

sent by the Hunley crew confirming the 

success of their mission and requesting a 

light to guide them home.  

 

I think otherwise. I believe another Federal                 The Hunley, by Conrad Wise Chapman | American Civil War Museum 

ship is a much more likely source. 

Landsman Robert F. Fleming was one of six lookouts assigned to the evening watch (8 p.m.–12 p.m.) on board the doomed 

Housatonic that night. A landsman was the lowest rank of the United States Navy in the 19th and 20th centuries; it was given 

to new recruits with little or no experience at sea.  

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/zxw9ge/nodr69f/3gqokw
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Flemming’s watch assignment that night was as a lookout on the starboard side of the forecastle, or rather at the front of the 

ship on the right side. The following is part of his testimony before the official U.S. Navy Court of Inquiry: 

 

Question by the Judge Advocate: Did you see any object on the water approaching the ship just previous to the 

explosion? 

Answer: I did. It was about 8:45 p.m. I saw something off the starboard bow, about two ship’s lengths off and reported it to the 

Officer of the forecastle…By this time the object had got within 30 feet…I ran aft and before I got to my quarters…the 

explosion took place. Immediately, the ship began to settle by the stern…I then saw the object [the Hunley] about six or eight 

feet from the starboard quarter, apparently stationary and I fired my musket at it. 

 

Question by the Court: Did you see this object at any time after you fired at it?  

Answer: I did not…I saw a blue light on the water just ahead of the [nearby rescue ship] Canandaigua.  

 

USS Housatonic | 

Department of War 

 

Assuming the blue light 

Flemming saw did not 

come from 

the Hunley, what then 

might have been its 

source? I have long 

suspected that the real 

source was a Union 

picket boat, a tug, or 

another larger vessel 

belonging to the 

blockading fleet. For 

proof, I submit the 

following: 

 

Report of Captain S. C. 

Rowan (commanding 

the USS Ironside and 

senior officer of the blockading fleet at Charleston): 

On the loss of the USS Housatonic, which was sunk by a torpedo last night, as soon as the signal was made from the 

Canandaigua, “Assistance, in want of,” Lt. Commander Belknap went out in a tug [the Daffodil]. 

 

Log of the USS Canandaigua, February 17, 1864: 

The tug Daffodil from inside the bar communicated with us. 

 

Log of the USS Wabash, February 17, 1864: 

Tug [the Daffodil] came out from inside the bar & communicated with the Canandaigua. 

 

I believe the evidence suggests that the Daffodil might have been approaching the area of the Canandaigua while the crew of 

the Housatonic, clinging to the rigging, was still being rescued. If the Daffodil signaled with a blue light, and that seems like a 

reasonable possibility, then that might have been the light Flemming saw. [Note the Daffodil’s deck logs for February 1864 are 

contained in the National Archives but are currently missing and cannot be found by archives personnel.] 

Corporal Daniel McLaurin, 23rd South Carolina, CSA, was stationed at Battery Marshall at the time and had this to say years 

later: “About sundown the crew went aboard [the submarine] and put out to sea through the inlet …to search for their prey. The 

sinking of the Housatonic soon followed. We could see the commotion created by the frantic signaling from the various vessels 

of the fleet.” 

 

From this evidence, it seems to me a very good possibility that the blue light most likely came from the tug USS Daffodil as it 

approached the Canandaigua and the wreck of the Housatonic. The blue light was a recognition signal shown by ships outside 

the bar to distinguish friend from foe. I think this explanation is a lot more plausible than the belief that the Hunley showed a 

blue light 4 miles out from Sullivan’s Island to request that a light be exposed as a guide for its return. 
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Visit to the Battlefield of 3rd Winchester 
As part of my golf vacation to Virginia in Oct. that also included attending Cedar Creek 161, I had time to visit the 3 rd 

Winchester battlefield for a few hours. It is not NPS property but property held by Shenandoah Valley Battlefields.  There are 

no roads through the site; you can only walk through it via numerous walking trails. Numerous signs and waysides can be 

found along the various paths, Entrances are located at the visitors center at the north end of the property. Another entrance is 

located at the SE corner of the property behind a high school parking lot. A 3rd entrance is located at the south end alongside I-

81 next to a shopping center. Each entrance has signage about the happenings in that area during the battle in Sept. 1864. This 

battle predated Cedar Creek by a month. I’ve included a few photos that I took while onsite. I posted the rest on my Facebook 

page.  
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Remembrance Day Parade 
The 53rd once again marched in the Gettysburg Remembrance Day parade Nov. 15th. We were the Color Company and 

marched with our ELF pards. Prior to the parade, the NR held it’s annual meeting and discussed the 2025 season plus 2026 and 

some 2027 events, held its Board of Directors election, etc. A summary of the NR annual meeting will be discussed at the 

53rd’s annual meeting on 6 Dec. Attending the Remembrance Day Parade from the 53rd were: Sgt. Steger, Corp. Brumbaugh, 

and Privates Orris and Hinceman. After the parade, 3 of us went over and visited the 53rd PVI monument. We were also joined 

by a group from 53rd PVI, Company A who happened to be arriving at the same time. Saturday night, a group of NR members 

(including myself representing the 53rd PVI and the 5th and 6th NH) participated as the Honor Guard at Soldiers National 

Cemetery as part of their annual Cemetery Illumination Program. 
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Upcoming Events 
6 December – the 53rd PVI Annual Meeting at Mark Fasnacht’s home in Kleinfeltersville. Meeting will begin promptly at 

9:30AM so please arrive no later than 9:15AM. We will discuss the 2025 season, our 2026 schedule, NCO and civil officer 

elections, unit business, information about the recent NR annual meeting and the 2026 NR schedule, details about our annual 

party/banquet, and more. Please also bring an item to share for lunch and please let Eric and Mark know if you are attending. 

Also, let Mark know what food item you plan to bring so we don’t have multiple people bringing the same item. You may pay 

your 2026 dues ($40) and your party money at the annual meeting with a single check. Details about the per person cost for the 

party, menu, etc. will be provided at the meeting. Mark’s home is on the corner of Heidelberg and Millbach Roads. Parking is 

in the rear of the Trinity United Methodist Church which is across Millbach Road just a little north of Mark’s home. You can 

use the Kleinfeltersville post office address in your GPS if needed: 2657 Heidelberg Ave, Kleinfeltersville, PA 17039. Mark 

lives across the street from the post office. His home is a light-colored 2 story home with red roof. 

 

17 January – the 53rd PVI’s Annual Party/Banquet to be held at the Dobbing House in Gettysburg. Arrive early to mingle with 

your fellow pards and unit veterans and then enjoy dinner and a presentation. As noted above, more details about the banquet 

will be provided at the annual meeting. NCO and President election results will also be announced. 

 

The Civil War Merchant  
(if you have something for sale or are looking for something, email me to include it in a future edition of 

“The Sentinel”) 
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For Sale – 

1. Hard Tack and Coffee or The Unwritten Story of Army Life; by John D. Billings; originally published 1887, facsimile reprint 

of 1993; hard cover; excellent condition; 408 pgs.; 211 illustrations.  A must-read for any new member. Email to claim: 

oldsolger@juno.com  -- $5.00 

 

2.  Kerry Williard is handling the sale of Dave Swigert items for Dave’s wife. Marc and I assembled an inventory list with 

approximate values. Some items remain. The list is current as of April 2025. Contact Kerry directly with all inquiries: 

shamokin71@aol.com  (see the updated list below) 

 

2025 Calendar of Events 

18 Jan. - Holiday Party - Dobbin House, Gettysburg 

1 Feb. - Winter Drill - Landis Valley [53rd MAX EFFORT] 

15 Feb. - Cartridge Rolling Party [53rd MAX EFFORT] 

22~23 Feb. - NR School of Instruction – Gettysburg 

14~16 March - 160th Bentonville (NC) 

4~6 April - 160th Sailor’s Creek (VA) * 

26~27 April - Ft. McHenry Drill  

3 May - POSA Living History - Robesonia, PA 

17 May - Lancaster Cemetery Flag-in Event 

26 May - Hummelstown Memorial Day Parade [53rd MAX EFFORT] 

7~8 June – Manassas (ELF Event) [NEW DATE!] 

19~20 July - Landis Valley [53rd MAX EFFORT] 

9~10 August - Cedar Mountain * 

13 Sept. - Antietam Living History [53rd MAX EFFORT] 

18~19 Oct. - 161st Cedar Creek - Middletown, VA 

15 Nov. - Remembrance Day - NR Annual Meeting and Parade * 

6 Dec. – Annual Unit Meeting 

17 Jan. – Annual Party/Banquet 

*NR max effort events 

For updated event info and other news, please check out the Facebook pages of the 53rd PVI 

and/or the National Regiment (links below) and check your email on a regular basis. 

mailto:oldsolger@juno.com
mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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53rd PVI Contacts  

President: Eric Ford (reenactor53@gmail.com) 

Vice President: Jacob Dicks (jdwarrior@yahoo.com) 

Treasurer/Secretary: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Newsletter Editor: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Webmasters: Steve Dillon (steve@gofoxpro.com) and Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

53rd PVI Website: http://www.53rdpvi.org 

2024 Field Officers - Sergeants: Matthew Steger (1st Sgt.) & Marc Benedict  

                                   Corporals: Mike Espenshade & Michael Brumbaugh 

53rd PVI Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI 

National Regiment Website: https://www.thenationalregiment.com 

National Regiment Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/842904089142263 
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