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I am always looking for newsletter content, so please forward your articles, 

book reviews, event summaries/photos, stories, etc.) to me for inclusion in a 

future edition of “The Sentinel”. – Matthew Steger, editor 

 
Book Review - “Antietam, The Soldiers Battle”  
By Paul Parvis 

John Michael Priest, Antietam: The Soldiers’ Battle, New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1989, 315 pages, softcover 

 

If you own a book pertaining to Antietam, this is one to read.  I have met “Mike” and in 

fact participated in serval private tours given by the gentleman.  He KNOWS Antietam 

as a thorough researcher, historian and lives nearby.  The book includes excellent 

narrative, superb maps, photographs/sketches, and numerous accounts by the rank-and-

file and indeed, this slug fest was borne by the common solider.  Approximately 24,000 

men were killed, wounded or missing in this day’s fighting—the latter by desertion, 

capture or “atomized” by incessant, continuous and horrific artillery fire (artillery hell) 

throughout the day.   

 

As an aside, the Federal artillery included twenty-pound Parrott guns!  And yes, the 53rd 

PVI is part of the story – Col. John R. Brooke’s 3rd Brigade / 2nd Corps / 1st Division (2nd 

Del., 57th and 66th New York, and the gallant 53rd PA.) involved in the Sunken Road 

withering-fire episode on September 17th, 1862.  There are also some not-so-flattering 

recollections regarding Union leadership that day, guess who? and high praise for Lee’s amazing ability to keep his army from 

complete annihilation—and as we know, A.P. Hill’s “foot cavalry” and Burnside’s lack of promptitude saved Bobby Lee at the 

end of the day.  This book will provide a useful introduction regarding our scenarios and mapped/movement regimental field 

positions in a few months.  Complete OOB of both Confederate and Federal units present that day 

appear at the end.   

 

This Month: 
1. Book Review – “Antietam, The  
        Soldiers Battle” 
2. Original 53rd Soldier 
3. A Quiet Corner Of The War 
4. Photos of Some Original Men of the      
        53rd PVI 
5. Civil War Letters from the 53rd,  

       Company C 

6. From The Desk Of The President 

7. The Civil War Merchant 

8. 2022 Calendar of Events 

9. 53rd PVI Contact Info 
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The index is awesome as he includes each regiment present during the campaign.  Again, this is an excellent and highly 

recommended book.  I also strongly suggest we hire Michael for one of his sublime tours of the field.  I have read The Soldiers’ 

Battle six times starting in 1995.   
 
Original 53rd Soldier 
Info provided by Marc Benedict  

 
Samuel H. Rutter was born Aug. 24, 1842 in Pottstown, Montgomery 

Co., PA.  He enrolled on Sept. 18, 1861 for 3 years as a private in Co. A, 

53rd PVI.  He was a cousin to Col. John Rutter Brooke and shot in the 

leg in the Wheatfield at Gettysburg.  He was promoted to Sgt. Major on 

Dec. 24, 1863 while near Stevensburg, VA at the age of 21.  At the end 

of his original service, he mustered in again on Sept. 5, 1864 as 1st Lt. of 

Co. I and Regimental Adjutant in Petersburg, VA.  He mustered out on 

June 30, 1865 while on detached service to the V.R.C. and worked on 

the railroad his remaining years.  He died at 32 on June 15, 1875 from 

complications of his wounding and is buried in Edgewood Cemetery, 

Pottstown, PA.  His photograph was probably taken over the winter of 

'61-'62. 
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A Quiet Corner of the War 
By Robert Dunkerly, June 27, 2022 (originally published June 15, 2020) 

blueandgrayeducation.org 

 

Blockhouse Point Conservation Park is a county-run park in Montgomery County, Maryland, just northwest of Washington, 

D.C. While it includes several miles of hiking and horse trails, the park preserves, as the name suggests, the site of a Civil War 

blockhouse. 

 

The park preserves a site that focuses on a lesser-known aspect of the war. The park’s brochure describes it well: “Long hours 

of picket duty and drill. Swampy camp conditions and muddy drinking water. Forays into Virginia chasing Confederate 

raiders.”  

 

This is a part of the conflict we often gloss over, but it was the reality for much of the war for Union troops in any theater. 

While the headline events like savage battles, epic marches, and grand campaigns capture our attention, the truth is that the 

day-to-day reality for many Union troops was something dull and monotonous, and dangerous, like duty at the Potomac River 

blockhouses. 

 

As the war dragged on and Federal armies penetrated deeper into the Confederacy, occupation and control of captured areas 

demanded more and more of the Union army’s attention. Union commanders had to deal with civil issues and act as a police 

force in regions like northern Virginia, middle Tennessee, central Missouri, and the Carolina coast.  

 

Over time, the Union government had to adopt, and refine, policies regarding the conduct of the war, interactions with 

civilians, and procedures for occupying forces.  These were issues that the commanders had little experience with, and likely 

had never thought of in the heady, patriotic days of 1861 

 

Union forces arrived here that first year of the war to set up camp. From this isolated outpost, Union troops patrolled the 

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, the Potomac River, and nearby roads. They drilled and performed routine camp duties. They 

interacted with unsympathetic civilians. They explored the hills and valleys in their leisure time. And they likely pondered the 

movements of the large armies that were making headlines, knowing full well that their trials and tribulations were not being 

captured for posterity. 

 

 

Interpretive signs explain the area's history | courtesy 

of author 

 

 

Moreover, the blockhouse overlooking the Potomac 

and the C&O Canal was quite literally on the front 

lines, on the border, with Virginia just across the 

river. Forays into the Old Dominion would have been 

frequent, and dangerous. Guerilla activity, much of it 

led by Col. John S. Mosby, annoyed these occupying 

troops and disrupted their efforts to maintain the 

area’s security. 

 

The Federals also would have had to interact with civilians, many of whom likely resented their presence. Dozens of local men 

had left to join Confederate forces and their wives and families remained. Men from New York and Massachusetts likely 

bought produce or other goods from these civilians, but also had to oversee their movements and monitor their activities. It was 

an uneasy peace between the civilians and the soldiers. 

 

A hike on the trail to a point of land jutting out over the river rewards visitors with a spectacular view of the Potomac, and 

Virginia on the other side. It had obvious military significance, overlooking the C&O Canal.  

 

The trail also passes the remains of earthworks at the blockhouse site. The men stationed here at this lonely outpost were on 

guard duty 24 hours a day, seven days a week. In the rain, in the snow, in the cold, on Christmas Day, it didn’t matter; security 

was primary. The soldiers would have struggled in brogans over the jagged rocks here in search of firewood every day or 

refilling canteens from the nearby spring. 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/n06the/nodr69f/rzsplw
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The park has interpretive signs that discuss not only Civil War history but other topics as well. Archaeological finds also are 

highlighted. Personal items from the blockhouse and campsites have shed light on life here during the war.  

 

Sites like Blockhouse Point Conservation Park allow us to reflect on various topics that don’t often make it into our studies of 

the Civil War, both in the classroom or in the field. Issues of maintaining military discipline in isolated posts, of cooperating 

with local authorities, of interacting with hostile or indifferent civilians, of Union military policy, and of historic preservation 

all permeated my mind on the return trip. 

 

For those interested, Blockhouse Point Conservation Park is located off River Road in Montgomery County, Maryland. The 

park is open daylight hours. 

 

 
C&O Canal, Blockhouse Point Conservation Park | C&O Canal Trust 

 

Photos of some original Men of the 53rd pVI 

Thomas Kear, a descendent of Leavitt and Jay Cushing (original members of the 53rd PVI), emailed me the below CDVs of his 

relatives who were both in company G: 

 
 
 
 
Leavitt Wilson Cushing 
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Benjamin Jay Cushing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Civil War Letters from the 53rd, Company C 
What will follow in the next year or so are letters from a member of Company C who signed himself as “PILUM.” All letters 

appeared in the Huntingdon Globe newspaper. The letters include the period January 1862 through December 1863. I have 

divided longer letters into more comprehensible paragraphs; otherwise, all wording has not been changed. Enjoy! Rick Sauers 
 

Camp California, Va., Jan. 23, ‘62 

 

Mr. Editors:–Thinking that your numerous readers of the Globe would be interested in some news from the 53d Reg. 

P. V., I shall endeavor to write a few lines for your paper. Our Regiment left Camp Curtin some time in November and came to 

Washington. We first encamped about ten miles from the city on the Maryland side of the river and called the place Camp 

Brooke (after our Colonel), and remained there two or three weeks, when one evening no less than thirty-four army wagons 

came to move us across the river. You may well suppose the boys were all in a glee then. The idea of moving into the Old 

Dominion, or treading on the “sacred soil of Virginia,” made us all feel highly delighted. Virginia is considered by the soldier, 

before he enters it, as a land of battles and victories. It appears to have a charm for the soldier, like the plains of Italy had for 

Northern Barbarians in the time of the Romans. 

 

Bright and early next morning we left Camp Brooke, crossed the river, and came to the place where we are now 

encamped, which is about three miles southwest of Alexandria, and about ten miles from Washington City. We had a fine 

camp until the wet weather set in, but now it is exceedingly muddy. The weather fore the last week, has been such that one 

could scarcely venture out for fear he would remain sticking in the mire. Still, with all this inclement weather, the men are 

comfortable in their tents, having good camp stoves in them. On our right is encamped thew 69th New York Regiment, which 

proved so destructive to the rebels at Bull Run, and on our left is the 1st Illinois Cavalry Regiment. Gen. French commands our 

Brigade, consisting of the 53d Penna. and the 52d, 61st, and 66th New York Regiments, upon the whole quite a fine brigade. 

The brigade is in Gen. Sumners’ division. Col. Brooke of the 53d P. V. is a gentleman and a soldier in every respect, being 

kind and lenient, still, when the case requires it, he shows the men that forbearance is not always a virtue, and due justice is 

dealt out to them. He is greatly beloved by all the men. Indeed, too much praise cannot be bestowed upon all the officers in the 

regiment, and rest assured whenever the opportunity presents itself, the 53d will do good work for the maintenance of our 

glorious Union. 

 

Last Monday, our Regiment was paid off. It did not cause an extraordinary degree of 

excitement, except in some instances where old Bacchus showed himself rather freely. But these 

instances were few, from the fact that the men generally are temperate. Company C (Captain Wintrode) 
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sent nearly a thousand dollars home to their wives and parents. This certainly speaks far better of them than if they had kept it 

with them and spent it in camp. More anon. 

PILUM. 

 

[Huntingdon Globe, January 28, 1862] 

 

From The Desk Of The President 
 

Gentlemen, 

 

Before I jump into the 160 Antietam info, I want to make sure that everyone saw my recent email regarding the annual 

business meeting. The date has been changed to January 7th with a weather date of January 21. The meeting will still be held at 

Sgt. Fasnacht's home. More details to come as we get closer to the date. 

 

As we prepare for the 160th Antietam event, I want to keep everyone up to speed. There's a lot of info bouncing around right 

now so I'm going to direct everyone to the event FB page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/4331852560232674) that has 

been established since last year. Col. Downes is doing a great job of keeping everyone informed. If you still have questions, 

please contact me directly.  

 

If you missed the registration deadline for this one and wish to go, LET ME KNOW ASAP. We're working through the list of 

those who did register last year but now can't attend. We can arrange registration substitutions but need to know "who for 

who". 

 

If you're arriving for this event on Saturday, you need to be on site, registered, in camp and ready to "go" by 8:00am. 

 

Here's a note from our CO, Capt. Jason McConnell: 

 

Hello Everyone, 

 

I am writing with a few updates regarding the event.  

 

1. I'd like to follow up on my earlier message asking if you could let me know your usual rank, as we are still in need of 

sergeants and corporals. 

 

2. The event address is 7301 Solomons Valley Lane, Boonsboro, MD 21713 (site map attached below) 

 

3. I need two men to be detailed to the color guard.  You will camp with the company, but will report to Capt. Betley.  I am 

asking for volunteers, but will assign if necessary. 

 

4. I will assign an ordnance NCO and two men to handle the ammunition. We need one period correct ammunition box for 

additional rounds. This box should be marked “company D” somewhere we can find it (you don’t need to paint on). If you are 

willing to share a box for the weekend, please let me know. Each man will have 80 rounds, 40 in their box, and an additional 

40 to be stored in the company ammo box.   

 

5. If you paid registration for this event, Eventbrite will have sent you a ticket with your regiment listed on it. To minimize 

confusion at registration be sure you print out and bring a hard copy with you or have it handy on your phone 

 

6. After the battle on the 17th, the 12th Ohio was engaged in skirmish and picket duties.  

The 12th lost 6 killed 24 wounded in the battle itself and 1killed and 2 wounded in the post battle sniping, so you see, this was 

a serious business. 

 

To replicate a small portion of this, the event is having a post battle picket scenario running through the night on 

Saturday/Sunday.  

 

Since there are no planned activities on Sunday this is something you may wish to consider. 

THIS IS ENTIRELY VOLUNTARY!! 

REPEAT. THIS IS ENTIRELY VOLUNTARY!! 

 

If this is something you want to do please contact your COMPANY Commander NO LATER than the 

9th of September so we can make up the guard rosters. 

This is something that is not done very often, so  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/4331852560232674
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if you have never done this before it is unlike anything you have done. 

 

Thanks,  

Eric 

 
The Civil War Merchant  
(if you have something for sale or are looking for something, email me to include it in a future edition of “The Sentinel”) 

For Sale – 

(1.) Listed by Rick Kramer for a friend. All items are in good shape unless noted otherwise. Contact Rick directly for any 

inquiries/questions - auction8@comcast.net 

Keune McDowell Kepi - some brim cracking    $20.00      

Grey Blanket with black stripe                            $35.00 

(2.) Dave Towsen, a fellow pard of mine in the old 83rd PVI, is selling off most of his CW gear. You can contact him directly 

at: grumpydave58@comcast.net with any inquiries about items, pricing, etc. He lives in Mechanicsburg and he has only quality 

gear. 

(3.) Kerry Williard is handling the selling of Dave Swigert items for Dave’s wife. Marc and I met several months ago to look at 

the items, give them descriptions, and give approx. values. Several of the items have been sold yet some remain. The list is 

current as of 24 Jan. 2022. Contact Kerry directly with any and all inquiries: shamokin71@aol.com  (see the updated list 

below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Calendar of Events 

 

15 January - Holiday Party – Gettysburg 

5 February -  Winter Drill - Landis Valley (ELF and Sykes Regulars invited) 

26~27 February - NR School of Instruction (Gettysburg) 

23 April – Robesonia 

21 May - Cartridge Rolling Party (Kleinfeltersville) 

30 May - Memorial Day Parade (Hummelstown)   

11-12 June - Gruber Wagon Works Living History (Reading) 

16~17 July - Landis Valley Civil War Days (Lancaster) - NR Camp of Instruction MAX EFFORT 

16~18 September - 160th Antietam Reenactment (NR) MAX EFFORT 

mailto:auction8@comcast.net
mailto:grumpydave58@comcast.net
mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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8 October - Millersville Parade 

15~16 October – USAHEC Army Heritage Days – Carlisle MAX EFFORT 

5 November - Adopt-A-Position (tentative) 

19 November - Remembrance Day (Gettysburg) - NR Annual Meeting and Parade 

7 January – Annual Meeting (Kleinfeltersville) – NEW DATE! 

Secondary schedule - 

1~3 April - Shiloh (as the 22nd LA) - Cancelled 

21~22 May - Old Town, MD - ANV/USV 

5~7 August - Slaughter on the Mountain (Culpepper, VA) 

15~16 October - Cedar Creek Reenactment (NR) 

For updated event info and other news, please check out the Facebook pages of the 53rd PVI and/or the National Regiment 

(links below). 

 

53rd PVI Contacts 

President: Eric Ford (reenactor53@gmail.com) 

Vice President: Pete Zinkus (zinkusp@gmail.com) 

Treasurer/Secretary: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Newsletter Editor: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Webmasters: Steve Dillon (steve@gofoxpro.com) and Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

53rd PVI Website: http://www.53rdpvi.org 

2022 Field Officers - Sergeants: Mark Fasnacht & Marc Benedict. Corporals: Mike Espenshade & Matthew Steger  

53rd PVI Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI 

National Regiment Phone line: 800-777-1861 (code 61) 

National Regiment Website: https://www.thenationalregiment.com 

National Regiment Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/842904089142263 

http://www.53rdpvi.org/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI
https://www.thenationalregiment.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/842904089142263

