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I am always looking for newsletter content, so please forward your articles, 

book reviews, event summaries/photos, stories, etc.) to me for inclusion in a 

future edition of “The Sentinel”. – Matthew Steger, editor 

Book Review 
“The Civil War in the Western Territories”  
Author:  Ray C. Colton     

Reviewed by Mike Espenshade 

Paperback; 1959; University of Oklahoma Press.; 209 pp. regularly footnoted on most pages; in 

addition: 7 pp pictures, 17 pp bibliography, 14 pp index. $2 used book store.  

      

I picked this book up to learn more about the involvement of these territories during the war – an 

involvement not usually addressed in books about the war. 

 

    Ray C, Colton, professor at Brigham Young, writes the highlights of the Civil War in the western 

Territories of Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Utah. Confederate Leaders planned to annex a 

corridor from the Rio Grande in Texas to the Pacific Coast of California. They expected the Spanish American population of 

New Mexico to espouse the Southern Cause and California to secede from the Union. In addition to the mineral wealth known 

to be in this region, they expected the Western Indians to give indirect, if not direct, aid to the defeat of the few US Army 

forces already in these territories. 

 

    Colton does a respectable job describing the political and military causes/effects of the war in these territories. His strengths 

include the detailed descriptions of the key battles and influential skirmishes between the Union and Confederate forces, and of 

the many, many Indian attacks, and fights, that were stimulated by the in-fighting of the white man. 

 

    The Confederate invasion of New Mexico from El Paso in late 1861 (and ending in 

defeat/withdrawal, losing nearly half their force, by late spring of 1862) is especially well-described in a 

running fight fashion that keeps you on your edge of your seat. This was a brutal campaign in terms of 
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weather, terrain, supplies, tactics, medical treatment, etc. The intrigues and personalities of the leaders and fighting men, the 

battle events, living conditions, etc. are well balanced to give a complete image of what happened.       A few of the battles 

described include, but not limited to: Valverde, Apache Canyon (one of Kit Carson’s fights), Glorietta Pass, Pigeon’s Ranch, 

Peralta, and many smaller yet vicious fights, ambushes. The author nearly always lists the units involved and the casualties 

suffered. He also briefly describes the many Indian fights during 1861-1865 in enough description to let you know this WAS a 

big problem during this period. 

 

    While useful to the student, this work is certainly not on the high-enjoyment level of Blood and Thunder (author: Hampton 

Sides) describing Kit Carson and his multi-decade exploits. [See Mark Fasnacht’s Kit Carson book review in a previous 

newsletter. Let him know you want to see more book reviews from him.] 

 

Gardner’s “A Harvest of Death” Photos 
2 parts of a new 3-part series were released 1 April 2022 on YouTube which provides an indepth evaluation of Alexander 

Gardner’s famous “A Harvest of Death” photos. The topic has been researched and considerably argued over the years 

(especially after Bill Frassanito’s “A Journey In Time”, “Early Photography At Gettysburg”, and related books came out) 

regarding where on the battlefield these photos were shot, who does it show, is it even Gettysburg?, etc. This series goes into 

great detail to answer these questions and even tries to answer specifically who the dead are in these photos. Gardner published 

the “A Harvest Of Death” photos in a book “Gardner's Photographic Sketchbook of the War” which only lead to confusion 

since he indicated that the photos in question were taken on different days, at different locations, etc. Due to Frassanito’s 

research for his books, it became easily apparent that this series of photos were of the same dead and at the same location. It is 

even debated about whether Gardner purposely mislead readers about these photos or if it was simply an error. I encourage you 

to watch these videos as they are very interesting. Scott Hartwig, our very own John Heiser, and others contributed to the 

series. I also recently added a link to “Gardner’s Photographic Sketchbook Of The War” to the unit’s website on the “Links” 

page (https://www.53rdpvi.org/links/) where you can look at the book and zoom in to the various high-resolution photos. 

 

Program links: 

Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XTPJW2rPPs 

Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiJS1jVTGcY 

Part 3: (not yet available. According to the producer, should be completed and posted over the summer) 

 

Also, the Gettysburg Times did a story on the topic as well and includes ABT’s Garry Adelman and ACHS’s Tim Smith. These 

articles are also a good read on the subject:  

Part 1: https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/harvest-of-death-part-1/ 

Part 2: https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/harvest-of-death-part-2-licensed-battlefield-guides-garry-adelman-and-tim-smith/ 

Part 3: https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/harvest-of-death-part-3-licensed-battlefield-guides-garry-adelman-and-tim-smith/ 

 

Experiences Of The Civil War (part 9) 
By Leavitt.W. Cushing (a member of the original 53rd PVI, Co. G)  

(supplied by Tom Kear, a decedent of Cushing) 

[Note – any grammatical and typographical errors were kept intact as they are original to the letter - editor] 

 

Falmouth Va Jan 7th 1863 

 Dear Sister  

   As I am not on guard today, I will write a few lines to you, although I have not much to write I am 

well as usual today & hope this will find you the same.  I am cooking a kettle of beans & got some washing to do and shall 

have to work busy to get it all done and finish this.  I came off guard this morning at 3 oc [o’clock] and it’s nearly noon now. 

It was a little rainy yesterday, but cleared off in the evening a[nd] is cold again today but pleasant. Our going to Washington 

has all died away lately. Still we expect to move in some direction soon, but have not the least idea where it will be but hope it 

will be managed better than the attack was at this place, I do not think the army will try to cross here again, I am sure the 

Soldiers will be very much opposed to any such plan. I had a line from Jay dated the 30th he expected a furlough in a few days 

but was not certain about it. Said he heard from C. Parker, in Georgetown, he was gaining slowly George D. is in Washington 

also Peter Davis & Henry Young.  

 

Thurs Jan 8th, I had to go out in dress parade last night & it was nearly dark when we got back, & it was so cold I could not 

write very well in the evening. Therefore I did not get this finished, it was as cold a night as we have had here this winter.  I am 

on guard today, I think it is growing warm a little today, no snow here yet, we have news here of the capture of Vicksburg and 

other Union victories but I have not read them, there is any quantity of news boys selling papers around here, but I cant afford 

to pay ten cents for one, and generally hear the news pretty soon if there is anything important. One of the boys had a letter 

from one of the Bucktails at Washin-[gton] they had marching orders, and heard this morn that 

Heintzelman with his Corps was near here coming to relieve us and take the front. I rec[ieved] the tea 

and shugar a few days ago, the cakes tasted very natural much obliged to C. for sending them, although 

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/283195
https://www.53rdpvi.org/links/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XTPJW2rPPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiJS1jVTGcY
https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/harvest-of-death-part-1/
https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/harvest-of-death-part-2-licensed-battlefield-guides-garry-adelman-and-tim-smith/
https://www.gettysburgdaily.com/harvest-of-death-part-3-licensed-battlefield-guides-garry-adelman-and-tim-smith/
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we draw plenty of sale sugar & some that is very nice we get a ration of soft bread once a week or a little oftener, we have only 

ten men for duty, Dan- Eastwood from on the Allegheny, cut his foot very bad last Monday morning, cut the big toe joint very 

bad & the next toe nearly off, had to be taken off.  

 

I cannot remember I wrote about rec[ieving] the thing sent by Baker, but did get them when he came. I am out of stamps, Jay 

had part of them sent first, he has drawn 4 months pay at Washington. It is pretty cold writing & I have got to go to the guard 

house soon & will close. I presume I shall hear from some of you when the mail comes again. Write all the news & accept this 

from your affect[ionate] Brother.  

The Tragic Story of the Bridgens Brothers 

By Norman Dasinger, Jr., May 25, 2020 
blueandgrayeducation.org  

 

New Hope Battlefield, Georgia, 1864 → War Department 

 
At the battle of New Hope Church. fought May 25, 1864, in 

Paulding County, Georgia, the Confederate Army of 

Tennessee, primarily Gen A. P. Stewart’s Division, fought 

Sherman’s Army Group, specifically three divisions of Gen. 

Joe Hooker’s 20th Corps. 

 

Stewart’s artillery that day consisted of Eldridge’s Battalion, 

which included three batteries of cannon: Stanford’s 

Mississippi, Oliver’s (Eufaula) Alabama, and Fenner’s 

Louisiana—16 guns in all. Eldridge had 43 men and 44 

horses killed that day, and his artillery fired almost 1,600 

rounds.  

 

Fighting with Fenner’s guns were three brothers named 

Bridgens. Two of them were working one of the guns and 

the third was attached to the adjacent gun. R. A. Bridgens was killed; another brother was severely wounded, and the 

commander called for the third brother to take his place, which he did promptly. He passed through the battle unhurt. 

 

A book of poetry titled War Flowers was published by John Altgustin after the Civil War, and it included a piece about the 

Bridgens brothers. A portion of it is reproduced here: 

 

“To Our Dead at New Hope Church” 

 

 They sleep the deep sleep ’neath the sanctified sod 

Made holy with patriot gore; 

One died—he had sighted his gun ere he fell, 

That round was the corporal’s last;  

His soul on the canister rushed with a yell, 

And scattered the foe as it passed,  

Another was tending the trail—Came the shot 

And buried itself in his head— 

 

His brother stretched out the pale corpse—murmured not 

And stern, took the place of the dead 

He also was struck but unmoved he remained; 

At his post like a statue he stood, 

Til his third brother came on the ground, crimson-stained                             Battle of New Hope, Georgia, 1864 | LOC 

By the flow of his own kindred blood, 

’Twas then the young Spartan, on giving his place 

 

To the last of the heroic three, 

Said, “Brother,” then looking the dead in the face 

“Give them one for revenge and for me.” 

All honor and fame to the good and the brave 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/nsw0tc/b7bxw9/nwfybt
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The dead of our patriot band, 

The martyr who perished their country to save 

At Liberty’s welcome command. 
 

Hummelstown Memorial Day Parade 
 

The 53rd once again participated in Hummelstown’s Memorial Day Parade. It was nice to be able to participate in this parade 

again after it was cancelled for 2 consecutive years. The unit was once again near the front of the parade behind the color 

guard. We fired a double-volley in the Square to the enjoyment of the assembled crowd. We continued on the parade route into 

the Hummelstown Cemetery. Our very own Mike Espenshade was finally able to give the speech that was cancelled the prior 2 

years. Afterwards, we were invited to the American Legion’s picnic and then a debriefing at Mike’s hut. Participating in the 

parade were: Sgts. Fasnacht and Benedict, Corporals Espenshade and Steger, and Privates Ford, Dicks (Rusty and Jacob), 

Parvis, Raab, Bohnenblust, and drummer boy Braden, Brumbaugh. Rusty, Doug, and Braden aren’t shown in the photo below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A few shots of the 53rd PVI 

participating in the 2022 

Hummelstown Memorial Day 

Parade. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteer Day at Lancaster Cemetery 
 

On 30 April, my wife and I participated in a decorate-a-veterans grave volunteer event at Lancaster Cemetery. Our job was to 

install new flags and military markers at veterans graves in our assigned sections. We also confirmed and corrected, where 

necessary, records of where headstones were located (or were supposed to be) and dates noted on the 

headstones. Over 95% of the graves in the sections that we were assigned to were Civil War veterans. 

Others were Rev War, War of 1812, Indian Wars, Span-Am War, WW1 and WW2. We installed new 

military markers unique to which conflict the veteran served as well as new flags in each marker. 
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We also got to see Maj. Gen. John Reynolds resting spot (and the Reynolds family plot) as well as the GAR section. The flags 

will be removed from service at the graves near the end of summer after Labor Day. The organizers plan on holding this grave 

flag decorating event in 2023 a few weeks before Memorial Day so I plan on volunteering again and would welcome anyone 

from the 53rd to join me. We took photos of each grave that we worked on. The photos will be added to FindAGrave.com as 

needed. Below are just a few photos that I took including that of the grave of Major General John Reynolds. I found no graves 

from 53rd PVI veterans but did find one from the 83rd PVI and numerous USCT regiments, and, of course, many from 

Lancaster-area regiments. 
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The Civil War Letters of Levi J. Fritz 
(thank you to Rich Sauers for providing this series) 

[Note – any grammatical and typographical errors were kept intact as they are original to the letter - editor] 

 

Levi J. Fritz served in Company A, 53rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He enlisted in 1861 and was mustered out with the 

regiment in July 1865.  During the course of the first three years of the conflict, Fritz wrote a number of lengthy missives to the 

Montgomery Ledger, a Pottstown newspaper. 

Headquarters 53d Pa., Veteran Vols., 

Camp Near Brandy Station, Va., 

Thursday, Dec. 24th, 1863. 

 

Messrs. Editors: To-day the 53d Regt. P. V. Was mustered out of the United States service and immediately re-mustered as 

veteran volunteers for three years or the war. We should have written to you at an earlier date, but we were waiting for above 

event, that has been on the taps for some time to transpire. The reason that induced the men of the Reg’t. To re-enlist are 

briefly as follows: a belief that all the desperate fighting of the war will end with the campaign of next year–battles that the 

Regiment would participate in whether re-enlisting or not, an earnest desire to return home on a reasonable furlough, as well as 

the liberal inducements offered by the government. Outside of this we presume our friends will give us credit for an ordinary 

amount of patriotism. 

 All of the men in the Regiment, excepting about a dozen recruits, have been in service, and active service too, for 

more than two years, and to-day we have sworn to stand by the President, and our flag, for three years more–for “it is so 

nominated in the bond.” This action on our part will save quite a number of your readers from that diabolically frightful bug 

bear–the draft. We came into the service of our beloved birthland when the war began–most of us were in the Three Month’s 

Reconnoissance–we have fought and marched, suffered, feasted, starved, cursed, laughed and jogged through the service for 

more than two years and, Heaven willing, we intend to see this war to its glorious end–for that the end will be triumphant we 

have no doubt. We will be paid in a day or two, and doubtless before New Year, the Regt. will be in Pennsylvania. 

 We are now fixed up comfortably in winter quarters. Huts of ample size have been constructed of logs, roofed with 

the shelter tents that are used for field service. Each hut is warmed by a large fire place, some of them extensive enough to 

accommodate a quarter of a cord of wood at one burning. But wood is cheap down here–our army has a large contract to clear 

Virginia woodland; and we are getting along remarkably well in the matter of canceling it. The finest winter quarters we have 

seen are those of Companies A, B and K, detached at corps Headquarters. Since we have become permanently settled the men 

fare much better in the ration line, soft bread is regularly issued to the troops. Soldiering is comparative easy business when the 

troops are in quarters. 

 An official report recently forwarded to the War Department, shows the following important data regarding our 

regiment. The original strength of the Regiment was 888 officers and men. Since the organization there has been added to this 

by recruits 55 men. Two years of service has reduced this number as follows: of the officers, 8 were killed in battle, 1 died of 

disease, 1 was dismissed, 17 were discharged, the major part of them for disability produced by wounds. Of the enlisted men 

61 were killed in battle, 32 died of wounds received in action, 61 died of disease, 270 were discharged for disability–most of 

these cases the disability was caused by wounds, 33 were transferred to the Regular Artillery, 9 were transferred to the Regular 

Cavalry, 18 were transferred to the Invalid Corps, 4 were detached for gunboat service on the Mississippi River and have been 

dropped from the rolls as dead, 26 deserted. We have upon our rolls at the present writing 373 men–of these 125 are sick and 

wounded in General Hospitals of the army. You will notice by the above statement, that the saying generally accepted as a 

truism that more soldiers die of disease than are killed by the enemy, in the case of our regiment does not even approach the 

truth. Sixty-one were killed–thirty-two died of wounds, making ninety-three killed by the enemy, to sixty-four that died of 

disease. 

 Colonel Brooke left for Pennsylvania several days ago, accompanied by Capt. Smith and Lieut. Hatch of his staff. If 

report speaks truly, the Colonel is about entering on a new and important campaign and thereby attesting in a manner 

peculiarly fitting and emphatic his entire devotion to the Union. May his career matrimonial be as brilliant with the gorgeous 

happiness of a benign peace, as his military history is brilliant with gallant deeds and heroic actions. 

 Last night while deep sleep rested upon the moonlit midnight camp, our slumbers were suddenly broken by the shrill 

cry of fire. We sprang from our bed and frantically put our shoes in our pockets and pulled our hats on our feet. We rushed 

from the tent, and what a scene met our bewildered eyes. The princely winter residence of our excellent Surgeon, Dr. Spayd, 

was one wild and lurid conflagration. The Doctor was fast asleep upon his humble couch. The fire made furious headway, and 

the heat awoke the Doctor. He systematically opened his peepers and what a horrid scene surrounded him. But the situation 

demanded action. With that mighty forthought, for which the Doctor stands conspicuous, he gathered all his bed clothes in his 

willing arms, and dashed heroically from the devouring element. A large crowd soon collected, as is usual on festival 

occasions. Most of the household and kitchen furniture was saved. Your own correspondent has won immortal glory–at the risk 

of his life, he saved a three-legged stool, (this was after the fire.) Various suggestions were proffered as to the best means of 

quelling the furious flames. One gentleman proposed that resolutions be passed requesting the fire to “hold up” until steam fire-

engines could be brought up. Another advised that the fire be placed under arrest; this was objected to 

on ground that the fire could not be put under arrest until arrested, and when it was once arrested what 

was the use of arresting it any further. A suggestion was made “that the fellow that set it a fire ought to 
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set it out!” Warm work truly. The fire continued to burn with eloquent in-ten-sity. And as no philosophical conclusions were 

unanimously arrived at as to the best and most scientific means of arresting the flames, the tenement was completely destroyed. 

Thus perished a good tent,–peace to its ashes. The fire commenced at twenty-seven minutes past one o’clock, and, 

notwithstanding the extraordinary exertion a forementioned, to stay its mad career, it continued to burn with unexampled fury 

for just nine minutes and sixty seconds. 

 During this entire period the Doctor, in the stern agony of despair, pressed his rescued bed clothes to his heart, and 

ferociously glared upon the flames in speechless horror.  As he stood there in his white flannel draw–unmentionables, he was 

proud, unyielding despair personified. The Doctor has moved his quarters to the tent of a friend and is calmly awaiting the 

action of the War Department on the matter. The officers of the Regiment have kindly consented to take up penny collections 

once every ten years, until sufficient money is thus accumulated to purchase a new tent, which will be ostentatiously presented 

to our discon-tent-ed medical friend. At the presaent writing the Doctor is doing very well. Friends are constantly with him, 

and by lively conversation they manage to keep calm the doctor’s mind, and keep him, as well as themselves, in a good flow of 

spirits! We are permitted, on behalf of the Doctor, to publicly acknowledge the services rendered by the following gentlemen: 

To Lieut.-Col. McMichael for his valuable services in remaining fast asleep during the entire conflagration; to Capt. Jones for a 

tinfull of water, that was some towards extinguishing the fire; to Capt. Dimm for his extraordinary endeavors to enlist the fire 

as a Veteran Volunteer; to Lieut. Whitaker for an excellent discourse on the best manner of concocting milk punches; to Lieut, 

Platt for a furious charge amid the burning embers, as well as other valuable services too important to mention. 

 

[Montgomery Ledger, January 5, 1864] 

 

53rd PVI Tee Shirts 
 

Jeff Marks has designed a new 53rd PVI t-shirt using his original artwork. The rear has the inscription from the original 

monument at Gettysburg. Colors available include navy blue, black and satin blue (which is a greyish blue) and white. If 

interested contact Jeff Marks at jmarks1865@gmail.com. Price is $27.00 These are digitally printed and not silkscreened. They 

are of a nice materiel made by Gildan All sizes are available. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the desk of the president 
Members,  

 

Please watch your email for important upcoming event information and please reply timely. 

 

Thanks! 

Eric 

 
The Civil War Merchant  
(if you have something for sale or are looking for something, email me to include it in a future edition of “The Sentinel”) 

For Sale – 

(1.) Listed by Rick Kramer for a friend. All items are in good shape unless noted otherwise. Contact 

Rick directly for any inquiries/questions - auction8@comcast.net 

mailto:jmarks1865@gmail.com
mailto:auction8@comcast.net
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Keune McDowell Kepi - some brim cracking    $20.00      

Grey Blanket with black stripe                            $35.00 

(2.) Dave Towsen, a fellow pard of mine in the old 83rd PVI, is selling off most of his CW gear. You can contact him directly 

at: grumpydave58@comcast.net with any inquiries about items, pricing, etc. He lives in Mechanicsburg and he has only quality 

gear. 

(3.) Kerry Williard is handling the selling of Dave Swigert items for Dave’s wife. Marc and I met several months ago to look at 

the items, give them descriptions, and give approx. values. Several of the items have been sold yet some remain. The list is 

current as of 24 Jan. 2022. Contact Kerry directly with any and all inquiries: shamokin71@aol.com  (see the updated list 

below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Calendar of Events 

 

15 January - Holiday Party – Gettysburg 

5 February -  Winter Drill - Landis Valley (ELF and Sykes Regulars invited) 

26~27 February - NR School of Instruction (Gettysburg) 

23 April – Robesonia 

21 May - Cartridge Rolling Party (Kleinfeltersville) 

30 May - Memorial Day Parade (Hummelstown)   

11-12 June - Gruber Wagon Works Living History (Reading) 

16~17 July - Landis Valley Civil War Days (Lancaster) - NR Camp of Instruction 

16~18 September - 160th Antietam Reenactment (NR) 

8 October - Millersville Parade 

15~16 October – USAHEC Army Heritage Days – Carlisle 

5 November - Adopt-A-Position (tentative) 

19 November - Remembrance Day (Gettysburg) - NR Annual Meeting and Parade 

3 December – Annual Meeting (Kleinfeltersville) 

Secondary schedule - 

1~3 April - Shiloh (as the 22nd LA) - Cancelled 

21~22 May - Old Town, MD - ANV/USV 

5~7 August - Slaughter on the Mountain (Culpepper, VA) 

15~16 October - Cedar Creek Reenactment (NR) 

mailto:grumpydave58@comcast.net
mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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53rd PVI Contacts 

President: Eric Ford (reenactor53@gmail.com) 

Vice President: Pete Zinkus (zinkusp@gmail.com) 

Treasurer/Secretary: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Newsletter Editor: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Webmasters: Steve Dillon (steve@gofoxpro.com) and Matthew Steger (n3ntj@outlook.com) 

Unit Website: http://www.53rdpvi.org 

2022 Field Officers - Sergeants: Mark Fasnacht & Marc Benedict. Corporals: Mike Espenshade & Matthew Steger  

53rd PVI Member Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI 

National Regiment Phone line: 800-777-1861 (code 61) 

New National Regiment Website: https://www.thenationalregiment.com 

http://www.53rdpvi.org/
https://www.thenationalregiment.com/

