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 "The Sentinel" January 2021       

Newsletter of The James Creek Guards                                                                  "Clubs Are Trump!" 

    

 
 

Happy New Year 2021 to my Pards of the 53rd PVI! I am always looking for 

newsletter content, so please forward your articles, book reviews, event 

summaries/photos, stories, etc.) to me for inclusion in a future edition of “The  

Sentinel”. – Matthew Steger, editor 
 

The women of POTTSVILLE SENT THE 96TH PENNSYLVANIA BARRELS OF 
SAUERKRAUT IN DECEMBER 1861 

 

Rarely had the arrival of the Chaplain given 

so much joy to the men of the 96th PVI. By 

all accounts, Pastor Samuel F. Colt of 

Pottsville was a rather dour man, with 

preaching that did not inspire many soldiers 

to piety. 

 

Yet, on December 9, 1861, he received a 

rousing greeting from the citizen-soldiers of 

the regiment. 

 

The regimental chaplain had been on a 

weeks’ long leave back in Schuylkill County, 

Pennsylvania. He taken ill while the regiment 

had been encamped at Washington, DC in 

November and returned to Pottsville to 

recover. While there, he had preached a Thanksgiving sermon on November 28 at his Second Presbyterian Church, but had 

also seen to the cares of his soldiers in the field by making adamant requisitions of the civilians on the home front. 

 

He had found great success by working in partnership with the Ladies Relief Society of Pottsville. As 

he began preparations to return to the 96th Pennsylvania’s new encampment near Alexandria, Virginia, 
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he had been given a box filled with items for the soldiers in the field. The Miners’ Journal gave the exhaustive list in 

its December 7 edition: 

 

     40 comforts, 10 blankets, 29 pillows, 30 pairs pillow slips, 30 wrappers, 5 talmas, 25 canton flannel shirts, 10 

     flannel shirts, 28 night shirts, 41 pairs drawers, 24 sheets, 43 pairs stockings, 53 towels, 10 hair cushions, 8 pads, 

    14 feather cushions, 22 pairs slippers, 12 pocket handkerchiefs, 10 boxes of salve, 6 papers of pines, 21 dress shirts, 

    3 combs, 3 papers of soaps, 2 bundles of cloths, 17 magazines, 1 Gleason’s Pictorial, bound. 

 

The clothing, quilts, and other goods for the troops were not the only items of goodwill being passed along by Chaplain Colt. 

The ladies of Pottsville also sent him back to the front with three full barrels of sauerkraut, a delicacy beloved by many in the 

hardscrabble mining communities of eastern Pennsylvania. It doubled as a food known for its dietary benefits and likely 

bolstered regimental health. 

 

Colt arrived in camp on a beautiful, warm day. He distributed the “large box of dry goods, such as quilts, blankets, sheets, etc., 

for our Hospital” to the medical team of the regiment, recorded Assistant Surgeon Washington Nugent. 

 

Surgeon Bland published a letter in the Miners’ Journal later in December, thanking the women of Pottsville for “noble and 

patriotic gift” of hospital supplies. “The donations for Hospital purposes are most acceptable. Nothing will add a great charm, 

nor inspire more hope in the sick, than thought of some familiar association from home, or some present from a kind friend. In 

this connection, I am happy to say, the general health of the Regiment has been excellent, and still continues so,” the young 

surgeon wrote. 

 

The most exciting gift, however, went to the regimental quartermaster, Charles Sailor. Three barrels of sauerkraut were to be 

given to the men of the regiment for dinner that evening. He wrote home to describe the reaction of the soldiers to their 

delicious, rare rations. 

 

Headquarters, 96th Regt., P.V., Camp Franklin, Dec. 11, 1861, 

Permit me, on behalf of the officers and soldiery of the 96th Regiment, to return our sincere thanks to the kind friends in 

Pottsville and vicinity, for the very welcome and truly acceptable present of three barrels of sauerkraut, which arrived safely in 

camp a few days ago. It was, indeed, a welcome visitant, for apart from its well-known excellent power as a prophylactic 

against that pest of camps, the scurvy, it was hailed by our community as a luxury. 

 

Although not endowed with the keen perception of the creature which “snuffeth the battle afar off,” our boys had a lively sense 

of the treat that awaited them, and many an eye grew brightly as the dinner hour approached. Each man received his quota, 

and many grateful hearts returned thanks to the kind donors as the cabbage disappeared. 

 

I again say to our kind friends at home, that we will ever bear them in grateful recollection, and, by an earnest effort at well-

doing in the cause for which we left you, try, in some degree to merit the very many sets of generous friendship and 

approbation you have been pleased to manifest towards us. 

 

C. Sailor, 

Quartermaster, 96th Regiment 

 

It appears that the dinner of December 9, 1861 had something of an impact on the surrounding regiments in the Second Brigade 

of General William B. Franklin’s division. 

In his recollections of his services in a neighboring regiment, Assistant Surgeon Daniel M. Holt described his unflattering 

opinions of the 96th Pennsylvania. He called the regiment a bunch of “Saerkrout illiterate lunk heads.” It seems likely that his 

opinion was a common one, for the 96th Pennsylvania gained a reputation as a hard-fighting unit both on the battlefield and 

off. 

 

The dinner on December 9, 1861 provided a brief taste of home for the men of the 96th. The following day, they returned to 

the task of preparing their quarters for a long winter of training near Alexandria. 

 
 
 

http://digitalnewspapers.libraries.psu.edu/olive/apa/civilwar/SharedView.Article.aspx?href=MJG%2F1861%2F12%2F07&id=Ar00304&sk=60E9E9F7
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZ1ND5xrrQAhUqh1QKHdK-BqUQFgiEATAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Flifeandstyle%2F2013%2Fjan%2F18%2Fsauerkraut-good-for-you-recipe&usg=AFQjCNE0Qt7NqzUEd5gfNwIMVVNN2cCbDg&sig2=E1RwqBKfwtxRlK3YPKb8og&bvm=bv.139250283,d.eWE
http://digitalnewspapers.libraries.psu.edu/olive/apa/civilwar/SharedView.Article.aspx?href=MJG%2F1861%2F12%2F21&id=Ar00110&sk=5786B66D
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The Civil War Letters of Levi J. Fritz 
(thank you to Rich Sauers for providing this series) 

[Note – any grammatical and typographical errors were kept intact as they are original to the letter - editor] 

 

Levi J. Fritz served in Company A, 53rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He enlisted in 1861 and was mustered 

out with the regiment in July 1865.  During the course of the first three years of the conflict, Fritz wrote a number 

of lengthy missives to the Montgomery Ledger, a Pottstown newspaper.   
 

    Headquarters, 53d Regt. P. V. 

 Falmouth, Virginia, 

 Tuesday, Dec. 2d, 1862. 

 

Messers. Editors:–Our regiment is still engaged in provosting this place.  The guard duty is pretty heavy upon the men, but this 

is in part balanced by the excellency of the Company quarters.  The rations, so far as meat and the diabolical hard crackers are 

concerned have been plentiful; but for some unknown cause we have lately received very few issues of beans and rice.  There 

is an issue of fresh beef about every third day–the greater part of the meat ration is salt pork.  Lately we have not received what 

is ironically termed “mess beef”–better known among the boys as “old horse.”  Add to this, coffee, sugar and salt and you have 

the everyday “bill of fare” of the private.  Necessity to a certain extent makes every soldier a cook, not one perhaps according 

to the French a la mode, but still, so far as pleasing his own taste is concerned, and considering the material at his disposal, his 

culinary accomplishments are not to be derided.  Give him an army cracker (something that is so near being a shingle that it 

barely can be considered an apology for food) and he will toast it, stew it, broil it, soup it, toast it, and last but not least, curse 

it!  The great desideratum of a soldier is soft bread and light guard duty. 

  

No forward movement has been made since our last.  The rebels on the other side of the Rappahannock are busy throwing up 

dirt, and almost every morning a glance across the river shows us new earthworks that the busy rebs have thrown up during the 

night.  But their operations in this line have not been confined to the hours of darkness, as we can, occasionally with the naked 

eye, see them plainly in broad daylight, working with pick and shovel, on new fortifications.  Our forces have not been idle–the 

heights near this town are being strongly fortified, and our heavy siege train is being put in position, and every moment we may 

expect the heavy cannonading that will perhaps prologue the grand battle of the war.  The enemy’s position around 

Fredericksburg is a strong one, and judging by the number of his camp fires, his force is a hundred thousand or more.  The 

pickets of the armies are still quietly watching each other along the banks of the river.  Nearly all our troops have been 

removed several miles back from the river so as to be out of range of the enemy’s guns.  As our regiment is in Falmouth, and as 

Falmouth is on the river bank, we are as now situated, the advance regiment of the Army of the Potomac.  If, when the ball 

opens, the rebels feel disposed to shell this tumble-down ghost of a place, we will be in rather warm quarters, as we are within 

easy range of their pieces.   

 

Yesterday afternoon the rebel pickets were about to open fire upon us.  The cause was as follows:  In the rear of the Church, in 

which Companies A and B are quartered is a burying ground.  This is on the high bank near the river.  A deceased soldier of 

the 145th Penna. was being interred, and the usual volleys fired over the grave. The rebel pickets at once collected on their 

different posts, loaded their muskets, and made themselves ready to answer shot for shot.  Expectation is on tip toe to catch the 

first reliable shadows of the momentous events that are apparently coming–at any moment the contending armies may clash 

together in the furious tide of bloody battle; and yet as if to torture the mind with a perplexing anxiety, orders have been 

promulgated that look very winter-quarterish.  Camps are to be laid out with the punctilious regularity required by the Army 

Regulations.  The men areordered to raise their tents from the ground by means of logs or boards.  No wood is to be cut down 

around the camps, unless it is unavoidable, and then only on the south side.  Camps are to be placed where the hills and woods 

will shield the men from the winds.  But, notwithstanding this, we believe our army has commenced another campaign against 

the rebel capitol–the fighting of which is yet to be done. 

 

Col. Andrew H. Tippin’s 68th (Scott Legion) Regiment, in which is Capt. Auchenbach’s Company, are in camp about a mile 

and a half from Falmouth.  We visited them on Tuesday last.  All the boys, with some exceptions, are looking well.  A number 

of their men, who remained behind with the regimental wagon train, were captured by the rebels at Mt. Gilead.  Your 

correspondent “D.Q.G.” will no doubt give you the particulars.  Geo. R. Clarke who was 2d Lieut. Of the Company has been 

appointed Quartermaster of the regiment with the rank of 1st Lieutenant.  This promotion, which is an excellent one, we have 

no doubt will prove gratifying to his many friends at home.  The boys speak highly of their excellent officers, Capt. 

Auchenbach and Lieut. Feger; also of Col. Tippin, but they do not like the man Robinson–their Brigadier General.  We noticed 

that the only large hospital tent that was pitched in the entire brigade camp, was one monopolized by the chief officers of the 

brigade.  We were present at a grand review of Stoneman’s Division of Hooker’s Centre Grand Division.  The troops, 

numbering about 12,000, looked remarkably well, and they performed the evolutions in an excellent manner.  The troops were 

reviewed by Maj. Gen. Hooker, attended by a brilliant staff.  On Thursday last (Thanksgiving day) was 

buried Geo. Washington Geiger of Company H, 68th Penna. Regiment, the  
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first demise in the Company.  We were present on the solemn occasion.  The American colors were wrapped around the rough 

coffin, and proceeded by the regimental band and the usual military escort, and followed by the Company and a number of the 

regiment, it was borne by his comrades to the last resting place in the lonely grave by the edge of the wood.  Appropriate 

remarks were made by the Chaplain, Rev. Wm. Fulton, and the corpse was lowered to the grave, and “a warrior sleeps in his 

dreamless bed.” 

 

“Far is the clime that gave him birth– 

Far are the ones that hold him dear; 

For his return in vain may bleed 

The aching heart, or fall the tear.” 

 

 Our mails for the last month have been very irregular.  All letters for our regiment should be addressed as follows:–

John Smith Company, 53d Penna. Vols., 3d Brigade Hancock’s Division, Washington, D.C. 

 Yours &c.  L.J.F. 

 

[Ledger, December 9, 1862] 

Honoring the Men of the Original 53rd PVI 
(thanks to Marc Benedict for supplying this info) 

 
Private Andrew Wandler - born on July 14, 1848.  At the age of 18, he was 

enrolled and enlisted on March 1, 1864 in Co. A, 53rd PVI for 3 years in 

Scranton, PA as a private.  He was wounded on March 31, 1865 at Hatcher's 

Run, VA and discharged by General Order on June 14, 1865.  He joined 

G.A.R. Post #139, Scranton, PA in 1889 at the age of 41.  He died on Dec. 3, 

1930 (aged 82) and is buried in Dunmore Cemetery, Dunmore, PA.  

 

 

 

 

 

Private Amos Abbott - born in Huntingdon Co., PA on July 23, 1819.  At the 

age of 42, he mustered into Co. C as a private for 3 years on Oct. 17, 1861.  

He was a laborer living in Marklesburg, Pa with dark hair, fair complexion, 

brown eyes and stood 5' 9 1/2".  He appears to have reenlisted in Stevensburg, 

VA  on Dec. 24, 1863.  He mustered out of service on June 30, 1865.  He died 

on Jan. 6, 1880 and is buried at the Old Stone Church cemetery in 

Marklesburg, PA 

 

Private Yates Anson - born in Aug. 1823.  While living in Williston, PA, he enrolled 

on March 21, 1864 in Coudersport, PA.  On April 4, 1864, he mustered in to Co. G as a 

private in the 53rd PVI for 3 years in Harrisburg, PA.  He mustered out on June 30, 

1865.  He died on Sept. 21, 1889 and is buried in Woodland Cemetery, Hebron, PA.  
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Carte de Visites  -  
 

Shannon Perich, Curator of Photographic History at the National Museum of American History in Washington, D.C., takes us 

into their Civil War-era photographic vaults and explains the story of how carte de visites (CDVs) were used in different ways 

during the crisis of the Civil War.  

 

The manner by which CDVs were collected and placed into personalized photo albums in households across our then-fractured 

country provides us with insights into the intersection of an individual or family's complex personal relationships with their 

political, ideological, and cultural values and beliefs.  

 

Photo albums in the 1860s likely were to be filled by carte de visite images not only of beloved family members and close 

friends/comrades but favored politicians, generals, actors, and other public figures and celebrities.  

 

This video was created by Matt Lemanski, in partnership with the American University School of Communication. I hope you 

enjoy it. 

 

Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oouCmDCh84Q 

By Craig Heberton IV 

 

Hey 53rd Members!!  Do you have a CDV or a tintype, daguerreotype, ambrotype, etc. of yourself?  Please forward me a 

copy (scan or take a photo with your phone) and I’ll do a collage piece of 53rd member images for a future edition of 

The Sentinel. Also, if you have similar ‘period’ photos of old pards, pass them along, too. 

 

Program about Photography at Gettysburg  
 

I recently ran across this 4-part series (about 52 minutes in total length) which discusses Civil War photography at Gettyburg 

and includes numerous people that we know including Rob Gibson, William Frassanito, Tim Smith, Garry Adelman, and more 

and is narrated by Stephen Lang. It is definitely worth a watch! 

 

Here's the link to part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLCcbPveH7Y 

(after part 1 completes, the subsequent parts (2, 3, and 4) should auto-play in order) 

 

 

Antietam’s Deadly Harvest –  
 

Here’s a link to a good article that discusses how the newly found (May 2020) Elliott Burial Map for Antietam affects how the 

casualty counts for the Battle of Antietam are both complicated and possibly more accurately documented: 

 

https://www.historynet.com/antietams-deadly-

harvest.htm?fbclid=IwAR1UuodgoBnZjvddP64sz5qjhhfpwoXPxM1HywNGrPRP-7kiIACTNZUf55k 

A word from our president..... 
 

Pards, 

 

I hope that everyone had a great Holiday season! I know that we all share the same hope that 2021 will bring us back to a life 

of normalcy. Personally, I really can't wait to gather around the campfire with my friends again. Normally, I would take this 

opportunity to reflect on the past season, share some info from our business meeting and begin to look forward to the annual 

Holiday Party in Gettysburg. Instead, I will do my best to generate some anticipation on what I hope will be a full season.  

 

Our first order of business will be to conduct the annual meeting that we postponed last month. I'll request that each of you plan 

for a meeting on January 23rd at 10:00am. Right now, I'm planning to move forward on the Zoom platform but will reevaluate 

the situation in a couple of weeks. There MAY be a chance that we will meet in-person. Stay tuned for updates. The NR 

schedule for '21 is listed below. We'll discuss the 53rd's participation in these events during our meeting but I'd like to point out 

the School and Camp of Instruction at this time. These will likely be the first events for the season (and in over a year) and 

since they're both local to us, I ask that each of you give serious consideration to your participation. If anyone has info on any 

other event(s) please send it to me as soon as possible so we can add it to the meeting agenda. Since our 

annual Holiday Party was cancelled this year, I'm proposing that we have a unit picnic in June. It looks 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oouCmDCh84Q
https://www.google.com/search?q=daguerreotype&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwier_rR7rztAhXRWc0KHVu8DyUQkeECKAB6BAgNEDA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLCcbPveH7Y
https://www.historynet.com/antietams-deadly-harvest.htm?fbclid=IwAR1UuodgoBnZjvddP64sz5qjhhfpwoXPxM1HywNGrPRP-7kiIACTNZUf55k
https://www.historynet.com/antietams-deadly-harvest.htm?fbclid=IwAR1UuodgoBnZjvddP64sz5qjhhfpwoXPxM1HywNGrPRP-7kiIACTNZUf55k
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like the month of June will be fairly open as far as events are concerned. June 19th will be the tentative date. I'll share more 

info with you at the meeting. If we get lucky  

 

enough for Landis Valley to reopen in the next couple of months, we will have a unit drill if for no other reason than to get 

together for a day.  

 

Matt has shared many virtual CW presentations this past year and I hope you had a chance to connect to some of them. Even 

though the past year has been very difficult on many levels, I hope each of you share in my anticipation of us getting back into 

the field. With Matt's help along with the other's in NR's social media committee, we look forward to launching a new NR 

website, expanding our YouTube channel as well as our Instagram presence. Please continue to share your archived photos and 

videos with Matt and I.  

 

I'm confident that our passion and dedication to the Civil War will bring the 53rd PVI Co C out of this pandemic stronger than 

before. I wish each of you a happy and healthy 2021! 

 

Eric 

 

March 27 & 28- NR School-of-Instruction; Gettysburg, PA 

May 1 & 2 – NR Camp-of-Instruction, Gruber Wagon Works; Reading PA 

June 12 & 13 – Fenian Raid; Fort Erie, Canada 

July 17 & 18 – Landis Valley Living History; Lancaster, PA 

August 6-8 – “Slaughter on the Mountain” (Cedar Mountain Reenactment); Rapidan VA 

September 4 & 5 – Old Bedford Village Reenactment; Bedford, PA 

September 18 & 19– Antietam Living History; Sharpsburg, MD 

October 16 & 17 – 157th Cedar Creek Reenactment: Middletown, VA 

November 20 - NR Annual Mtg & Remembrance Day Parade; Gettysburg, PA 

 

Editorial – 
 
This is the first time I’ve include an editorial in the unit newsletter but, with it being the end of an odd year, I figured it was 

time.  

 

2020 has been a challenge in endless ways. In our hobby, other than a few of us who were able to attend a few events (Bedford, 

our cartridge rolling party, or the NR School Of Instruction), after the Holiday Party in January, we missed a year of being with 

our pards, enjoying the camaraderie of our friends from the 53rd, ELF, and other units, we missed tasting black powder, doing 

drill, wearing wool, educating the public of the life of the Civil War infantry soldier, and more. I look forward to each event 

whether it be for a small group, at a school, a living history, or a large event with the NR. Obviously, not being able to enjoy 

our hobby the past year has made the desire to be with our pards again something to really long for.  

 

The bonds that we have with our fellow pards in the 53rd, the ELF units, and the NR is forever strong and the friendships we’ve 

built over the years will survive the separation from the pandemic. I hope each of you, despite the pandemic, will look forward 

to when we can all again get out in the field and build on the camaraderie we’ve had over the years. Ever member benefits the 

unit and every member plays a key role in a successful 53rd.  

 

To fill some of the time this past year, I’ve participated in a lot of presentations (either on Facebook Live, Zoom, etc.) from 

various Civil War-related groups about specific battles and people, tactics, and other topics. I’ve watched the entire library of 

videos (well over 60) that the American Battlefield Trust has posted for the Gettysburg 154th, 155th, and 157th anniversaries on 

their Facebook page hosted by Garry Adelman. If you’ve not seen these, I recommend taking the time to watch them. 

 

Hopefully, the events of 2020 won’t be a reason for some of you to consider retiring from the hobby. While many units have 

been downsizing in the past 10 years with fewer and fewer members, the 53rd has actually had a good group of new members 

join to build new life into the unit and I hope that this trend continues. We are bucking the trend. We need seasoned veterans to 

help mentor the newer members of the 53rd so I encourage all of my 53rd pards to look forward to the 2021 season where, I 

hope, we can once again get back out into the field, enjoy the hobby (yes, even when marching around in 85 degree weather 

wearing wool at Landis Valley!! I look forward to that.), and, most importantly, enjoy time with our fellow pards of the 53rd 

PVI. Happy New Year 2021 and “Clubs Are Trump!”. 

 

Matt Steger, Corporal 

Editor 
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The Civil War Merchant -  
(if you have something for sale or are looking for something, email me to include it in a future edition of “The Sentinel”) 

For Sale – 

Listed by Rick Kramer for a friend. All items in good shape unless noted otherwise. Contact Rick directly for any 

inquiries/questions - auction8@comcast.net 

Unlined Sack Coat (approx. XL)                        30.00     CD Jarnigan Great Coat (approx. XL)    100.00 

Keune McDowell Kepi some brim cracking      20.00     Grey Blanket with black stripe                 50.00 

 

The following list is from Dave Swigert’s wife as provided by Kerry Willard. Kerry is in possession of the items; contact him 

with any questions: shamokin71@aol.com 

 

If you have not submitted your “Get To Know who have yet to share theirs with their pards. This isn’t 
meant to pry into your private life, but simply a fun way of letting your pards get to know you more. 

2021 Calendar of Events -      

Please see the tentative list shown above in Eric’s remarks. 

 

 

 

mailto:auction8@comcast.net
mailto:shamokin71@aol.com
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53rd PVI Contacts 

President: Eric Ford (reenactor53@gmail.com) 

Vice President: Pete Zinkus (zinkusp@gmail.com) 

Treasurer/Secretary: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@comcast.net) 

Newsletter Editor: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@comcast.net) 

Webmasters: Steve Dillon (steve@gofoxpro.com) and Matthew Steger (n3ntj@comcast.net) 

53rd PVI Member Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI 

National Regiment Phone line: 800-777-1861 (code 61) 


