"The Sentinel" July 2020
Newsletter of The James Creek Guards

"Clubs Are Trump!"

This Month:
1. Cedar Mountain Event Info
2. Civil War In The West – the Battle
of Mesilla
3. Shenandoah 1864 Summary – From
The Press
4. Levi Fritz Letter
5. From The Desk Of The President
6. Upcoming Events
7. The Civil War Merchant
8. Event Schedule
9. 53rd PVI Contact Info

I am always looking for newsletter content, so please forward your
articles, book reviews, event summaries/photos, stories, 53rd memories,
etc. to me for inclusion in a future edition of “The Sentinel”. Matthew
Steger, editor

Cedar Mountain Event Info We received the below info from James Owens (1st MN) about their Cedar Mountain event scheduled for 8-9 August:
I hope this finds all well with you. Things are OK with me but the mask thing is getting old!
On Sunday I saw Marc at Williams Grove and mentioned that I was going to a planning meeting for Cedar Mountain on June
6. He suggested that I drop you a line.
As you know, American Battlefield Trust who own Cedar Mountain Battlefield, nixed the idea of a large event this year due to
Covid-19. As a result, the meeting will focus on a new edition of the annual living history program held each August. The 53rd
is invited to attend and to that end I am asking for suggestions on activities which would make it more attractive to folks.
Cedar Mountain Battlefield is managed by the Friends of Cedar Mountain Battlefield. The FCMB are a private organization
and are not part of any government body. As a result, they are not bound by federal or state park regulations. Therefore, we
have a wide latitude in what we can do on the site.
In the past there has been opposing forces for the public tactical demonstration as well as a night time skirmish during the
public torchlight tour. We are only limited by numbers and our imagination. So, any suggestions you might have would be
welcome.
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I hope the 53rd will support this program. I think the support of your group would help make it an outstanding event.
Sincerely,
James
This was added info from Eric:
Gentlemen,
If anyone is looking to participate in this event, please contact James directly and let him know that you'll be attending. The 1st
MN has also invited the 53rd as well as ELF to join them at the PA monument July 11-12. Eric

Civil War In The West - the Battle of MEsilla
By Bert Dunkerly (originally printed in the Blue and Gray Dispatch)

The Organ Mountains near Mesilla

Sometimes juxtapositions grab our attention and draw us to see connections. On a recent trip to New Mexico to
visit family, my thoughts turned to the Confederate invasion of what was then the Arizona Territory. Living close
to the Confederate White House and Virginia State Capitol, it occurred to me how the decisions, plans, and policies
enacted there reached the far flung and remote areas of the fledging nation, like Mesilla, New Mexico. In one day,
I left the heart of the Confederate government and visited perhaps its farthest outpost in Mesilla. In one location,
amid the opulent Executive Mansion, decisions were made, and on the hot, dusty frontier, reality was on the
ground.
At the time of the war, Mesilla was a village of about 800. The town stood not far from the Rio Grande, along a
major north-south trade route that had been used for centuries.
After the Mexican War (1846-48), the territory remained part of Mexico, but was purchased by the U.S. in the 1854
Gadsden Purchase. This acquisition was made to allow for construction of a southern transcontinental railroad. On
November 16, 1854 the United States flag rose above the plaza in the center of town, solidifying the Gadsden
Purchase. Located in the center of the village, the plaza was flanked by several important community buildings,
including a church and an adobe courthouse.
Today the town is an inviting place, with local shops, galleries, restaurants, and bars. An imposing church stands at
the north end of the plaza, and the old courthouse remains on the east side.
Fort Fillmore was established nearby in 1851 by Colonel Edwin V. Sumner, primarily for to protect settlers and
traders traveling to California. In the prewar years Captain George Pickett and Ambrose
Burnside served here.
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Fort Fillmore, south off Mesilla.
NMSU Archives and Special
Collections image

During the Civil War, Mesilla saw the
beginning and end of Confederate
rule in the Southwest. At the time the
northern part of modern New Mexico
and Arizona was known as the New
Mexico Territory, while south of the
34th parallel was known as the
Arizona Territory. Thus, instead of
two states side by side, at the time the
territories were one above the other.
On July 24, 1861 as the first step in
conquering what was then known as
Arizona Territory, Lt. Col. John R.
Baylor led 300 men from Fort Bliss up the east bank of the Rio Grande to Fort Fillmore. His force included two
companies of the 2nd Regiment of the Texas Mounted Rifles, a Texas light-artillery company, an El Paso County
scout company, and some civilians.
One of his men deserted to Fort Fillmore’s defenders and forced Baylor to cancel his planned attack. Instead, he
forded the Rio Grande and entered Mesilla, which was strongly pro-Confederate.
On July 25, with 380 infantry and mounted riflemen, plus howitzers, Union Maj. Isaac Lynde approached Mesilla
from the south. Baylor rejected his demand for surrender, and Lynde ordered his artillery to open fire. After an
unsuccessful charge, Lynde retreated to the fort. The Confederates lost about nine, while Lynde lost around twenty.
The site of the battle is now part of the modern town.

Marker on the town
square describes the
battle

Lynde abandoned
Fort Fillmore that
night and headed
northeast toward San
Augustin Pass in the
Organ Mountains.
On July 27, at sunrise,
Baylor discovered
Lynde's withdrawal
and pursued,
overtaking and
capturing them at San
Augustin Springs.
Baylor proclaimed
Arizona Territory for the Confederate States of America in Mesilla and on August 1st named himself governor.
The following spring General Henry Sibley led a Confederate force further north to invade and
conquer New Mexico Territory. Following defeats at Glorietta Pass in March 1862, the
Confederates were driven south, back the way they had come from Texas.
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On July 1, 1862 local pro-Union guerilla forces defeated the Confederates in a small skirmish near town. Three
days later, the California Column of Union volunteers approached, and the southerners retreated back to Texas via
El Paso, never to return. Today there is a historic marker in the town plaza noting the first battle which raged
through the modern streets in
1861. Nearby plaques discuss
the American acquisition of the
territory in 1854.
Historic plaques in the town
square - scene of many historic
events in Mesilla

The Old Courthouse, with its
original 18-inch thick mud brick
walls, still stands. The building
was a jail and courthouse until
1882. Another important piece
Western history took place
within its walls - Billy the Kid
was jailed, tried and sentenced
there in 1881. Today, the
building is owned by a local
family and caters to tourists.
Fort Fillmore is gone, now covered by one of the massive pecan plantations that flourish in the valley. (Yes, pecans
have become a major staple of the economy, grown primarily for export to China). A historic marker along Route
70 to the west notes the site of San Augustin Springs, where the Union garrison was captured.
Within a twenty-four-hour period, thanks to the miracle of flight, I went from the heart of the Confederacy’s
government to its fringe and discovered one of the first battles of the war in an unlikely place.

The old courthouse and jail of Mesilla were
Billy the Kid was held and tried in 1881
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Shenandoah 1864 Summary – from the press
Thanks to Mike Espenshade for sharing. These are clippings from the December 2019 edition of The Civil War Times:
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The Civil War Letters of Levi J. Fritz
(thank you to Rich Sauers for providing this series)
[Note – any grammatical and typographical errors were kept intact as they are original to the letter - editor]

Levi J. Fritz served in Company A, 53rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. He enlisted in 1861 and was mustered
out with the regiment in July 1865. During the course of the first three years of the conflict, Fritz wrote a number
of lengthy missives to the Montgomery Ledger, a Pottstown newspaper.
Headquarters, 53d Regt. P. V.
Camp Near Harper’s Ferry, Va.
Thursday, Oct. 9th, 1862.
Messers. Editors: Bolivar Heights possess many advantages for a beautiful and healthful camping ground, one drawback is the
scarcity of good spring water. Most of the water used for drinking and other purposes is carried or teamed from the Potomac or
Shenandoah. The numerous wells in the village of Bolivar are nearly all dry, and the few wells or springs containing a flow of
water are monopolized by Headquarters and hospitals. The rations have become somewhat better and more abundant since we
have settled down here, but there is much means for improvement in this respect. A bake house has been put up in our camp
and we understand that it is the intention of our Commissary, at the suggestion of Col. Brooke, to draw rations of flour, instead
of the oath-provoking crackers or “hard tacks” as they are universally termed. This will meet with the hearty approbation of
the gallant boys of the old 53d. We have not, we believe, received a dozen rations of soft bread since we commenced
campaigning. Several days ago the regiment drew a complete “new rig” consisting of blouse pants, overshirts, drawers, shoes,
stockings, knapsacks, canteens, haversacks, shelter tents, &c. &c. Yesterday evening boxes came to hand, containing our dress
coats. When we were in Camp Winfield Scott, before Yorktown these coats were packed up and forwarded to the military
storehouse at Alexandria. This was done to lighten the knapsack. When we commenced the peninsular campaign, over seven
hundred men bore upon their backs these coats. For four months this useful article of apparel was stored away–they are
forwarded to us and now but little more than three hundred brave men of the 53d stand forth to claim their own. How sensibly
these unclaimed coats reminds us of our trials–our hardships–our battles.
In addition to the loss that company A sustained at Antietam by the death of those gallant soldiers, Daily and Deagle,
it is our painful duty to report the following deaths that occurred at the Hospital at Georgetown, D.C. on Sept. 10th, Jacob R.
Boyer of Evansburg, Mont. Co., and George Comfort, of Perkiomen, Mont. Co., who died on the 21st Sept. Holeman V. Potts
of the Pottstown company, who while gallantly fighting for the flag of his country at the hard fought battle of Fair Oaks, was
badly wounded, was discharged at Philadelphia on the 7th of last month, by order of Brig. Gen. Montgomery, the Military
Governor of that city. On the 1st inst. The effective force of our regiment was increased by the arrival of fifteen convalescents
from the Hospitals. Of these the following were for Company A. Corp. E. K. Weand, Fredk. Boyer, Aug. S. Royer, H. D.
Kline, Peter Seasholtz, Francis R. Potts, David Hoffman, of these we understand several are to be discharged.
Since the army of the Potomac has been in Maryland, a few of the soldiers have gone further north on what is termed
“French furloughs,” or what is still worse have “deserted.” Within the last three weeks there has been several desertions from
this regiment. One or more of these individuals, if we do not mistake are not a thousand miles from Pottstown. They solemnly
swore to stand by the flag, and they deserted the flag at the time of our country’s greatest need (just before the battle of
Antietam.) Let our citizens give them due credit for their valor and patriotism! May they dream of “dandelion” and may the
shade of their “skedaddle” never grow less!
Dr. Wm. Wynne, who has been connected with this regiment as Assistant surgeon, ever since its organization, has
been promoted to a surgency and assigned to the 12th Penna. Cavalry. We feel assured that no promotion in the medical
Department has been more merited. He has been with us through all our vicissitudes, cheerfully sharing all the hardships of
our campaigns, and ever ready to alleviate the pains of the wounded and the sick. For two weeks he, as well as Dr. McKinnon
our most excellent Surgeon, labored incessantly in the hospitals near the Sharpsburg battle-field. In one of these hospitals there
was 357 wounded and the Doctor assisted in the amputation of seventeen legs, ten arms, a number of fingers, &c. The
following anecdote may be worth the telling: Some twelve of the rebel wounded in the hospital, were able to move about
pretty freely, and it became necessary to parole them, previous to letting them “rip,” a surgeon of the 29th Mass. Vol. Was
detailed to do it. He proceeded as follows: Drawing the rebs up in single file, he told them to hold up their right hands; the
doctor said, “Yo do swear before high Heaven, never to take up arms against the United States! and if you do, may you be shot,
so d— you!” The rebs considered themselves paroled, only a little too much so. The present medical staff of our regiment
consists of Drs. McKinnon, Birtchfield, and Spade.
Our excellent Adjutant, Lieut. Chas. P. Hatch who showed great gallantry at the last engagement of Antietam, has for
some time past been absent from the Regiment, acting as A. A. A. General on the staff of the commandant of the Brigade.
Lieut. George C. Anderson, of company K is the acting Regimental Adjutant. During the absence of Sergeant major
Reifsnyder, Sergeant John Kerr has been and is filling that responsible office, in a manner highly satisfactory to the regiment
and creditable to himself.
Within the last week we have had the pleasure of shaking the hands of three citizens of
Pottstown. The first, our Editorial friend Mr. L. H. Davis, who was the first visitor from our borough
that has been with us since we started on the tramp last March. Charles Rutter and D. H. Beecher Esq.,
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have been with us for the last few days, and are in camp as I write. These gentlemen have all been, we have no doubt, pleased
with their jaunt, and can give a favorable account of the 53d.
Yours &c.
L.J.F.
[Ledger, October 14, 1862]

From The Desk Of The President –
Pard's,
I hope that everyone is doing well. There's obviously not too much to report on since the schedule has been a total bust to this
point. As you all know, the decision was made to cancel our Spangler's Spring LH with ELF due to the limitations set by the
NPS. I have since learned from Tom Holbrook that the Park has cancelled all programs for the month of July and will likely
end up cancelling the balance of the season. Even if we were willing to hold the event, it sounds like they would have cancelled
us anyway. I sent an email a couple of weeks ago regarding the LH at Cedar Mountain. James Owens is coordinating that event
and hoping that we can send some troops to help the cause. Please reference my prior email for the event details and touch base
with James directly if you plan to attend.
Landis Valley is still on the schedule for September 12-13. At this time, the site remains closed but I've been in contact with
Tim Essig. It remains unclear at this time what the scope of the event will be this year. I know a couple of the groups that we
typically see throughout the village will not be attending and others, like us and ELF, have committed to making the best out of
the event that we can. I recently extended the invitation to our friends in the NR. I know several units have expressed interest in
attending and others are waiting until closer to the time to see where things stand with the Covid-19 guidelines. There's a
chance that we'll see a fairly "normal" event and there's a chance that we may use the opportunity as a weekend drill event on a
larger scale than we do in February since we'll be joined by at least ELF and the Regulars. Col. Downes posted on the NR's
Facebook page a message from the folks at Cedar Creek and it looks like they're moving forward with the annual reenactment
which is on our schedule as a MAX EFFORT NR event. Landis Valley will be a good opportunity for us to prepare for that
event where we'll be working with the Federal Alliance for the first time.
For those of you who know Rusty Dicks, his son graduated from high school this year and will be joining our ranks. His kit is
complete and he plans to attend Landis Valley. In these days when units are seeing a decline in their numbers, we are still
attracting new recruits. We've added six new members in the last four years.
See y'all soon!
Eric

Upcoming events –
29-30 August - Gettysburg Living History - cancelled
See Eric’s notes above.
12-13 Sept. - Civil War Days – Landis Valley Museum (Lancaster)
See Eric’s notes above. Also, please stay tuned to the unit Facebook page and email for updates as we get closer to this event.

The Civil War Merchant (if you have something for sale or are looking for something, submit it for inclusion it in a future edition of “The Sentinel”)
For Sale –
Listed by Rick Kramer for a friend. All items in good shape unless noted otherwise. Contact Rick directly for any
inquiries/questions - auction8@comcast.net
Grey Blanket with black stripe
50.00
Keune McDowell Kepi some brim cracking
20.00
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2020 Calendar of Events 11 Jan. – Annual Holiday Party – Dobbin House (Gettysburg)
1-2 Feb – Winter Drill (Landis Valley)
29 Feb – 1 March – National Regiment School of Instruction (Gettysburg)
14 March – Cartridge Rolling Party (Sgt. Fasnacht’s home)
4 April – Adopt-A-Position – 53rd PVI Spring Monument Cleanup (Gettysburg) (CANCELLED)
2-3 May - National Regiment Camp of Instruction (Gruber Wagon Works) (CANCELLED)
16-17 May - USAHEC Event – 53rd PVI MAX Effort (CANCELLED)
25 May – Hummelstown Memorial Day Parade (CANCELLED)
29-30 Aug – Gettysburg Living History (Spangler Spring – Gettysburg NMP) (CANCELLED)
12-13 Sept. – Landis Valley “Civil War Days” (Lancaster) 53rd PVI MAX Effort
12-13 Sept. – Burkittsville Re-Enactment (Burkittsville , MD) (CANCELLED)
17-18 Oct. – Cedar Creek Re-Enactment (Middletown, Virginia) 53rd/NR Max Effort
7 Nov. - Adopt-A-Position – 53rd PVI Fall Monument Cleanup (Gettysburg)
21 Nov. – Remembrance Day Parade (Gettysburg)
5 Dec. – 53rd PVI Annual Meeting (Sgt. Fasnacht’s home)
Secondary Events 3-5 April – Lee’s Last Stand Re-Enactment (CANCELLED)
18-19 April – Spring Drill at Ft. McHenry (ELF) (CANCELLED)
8-9 August – Cedar Mountain Re-Enactment (1st MN)
5-6 Sept. – Bedford Village (1st MN)

53rd PVI Contacts
President: Eric Ford (reenactor53@gmail.com)
Vice President: Pete Zinkus (zinkusp@gmail.com)
Treasurer/Secretary: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@comcast.net)
Newsletter Editor: Matthew Steger (n3ntj@comcast.net)
Webmasters: Steve Dillon (steve@gofoxpro.com) and Matthew Steger
(n3ntj@comcast.net)
Website: http://www.53rdpvi.org
Sergeants: Mark Fasnacht and Marc Benedict
Corporals: Mike Espenshade and Matthew Steger
53rd PVI Member Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/53rdPVI
National Regiment Phone line: 800-777-1861 (code 61) NR Website:
http://nationalregiment.com
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